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® FOREWORD o

The Columbus Citizen-Journal in 1975 has presented life
stories of the mayors of Columbus since establishment of its
government in 1816.

This was one of our newspaper's services to Columbus and
Ohio during our country’s Bicentennial.

In the biographies of 44 mayors (now presented in book
form) the history of Columbus has been told chronologically and
interestingly. Included are anecdote, humorous incident, ethnic
competitiveness, historical insight, important milestones — and with
distinguished visitors listed.

(‘olumbus awaits its first woman mayor. The 44 men of the
city's first 169 years were a varied lot of mayors. They differed in
stature, attitude, occupation, wealth, background, outlook, zeal and
ability.

Our “Columbus Mayors™ project was a first-ever. Never
before has the history of the city been presented mayor-by-mayor.
Some early-day mavors almost had become forgotten men.

Considerable research was necessary to compile the 44
hiographies. Many persons helped in the research, and the Citizen-
Journal thanks everyone at City Hall; the staffs of the Ohio
Historical Society, Columbus Public Library and Green Lawn
Cemetery; the authors of Columbus and Franklin County histories
(including Mayor William T. Martin); those who wrote centennial
books for churches and other institutions; relatives of former
mayors, also the former mayors who still live,

The information in this book is part of the Columbus
heritage —surely to continue useful and instructive for students, in
school and out. We regret that pictures of all mayors were not
available. A long-time search was made for a likeness of Jarvis W.
Pike. our first mayor. His life ran into the age of photography, but
no picture of him is known to exist.

However, many pictures are included in an impressive
gallery of Portraits of Our Mayors in City Hall.

Charles Egger, Editor
Columbus Citizen-Journal
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Jarvis W. Pike

Firsi of & Scries

Jarvis W. Pike. when he was first
mavor of Columbus in 1816 and 1817, 26t
several records. He was called “Judge

Pike™ although not a lawyer. He was 22 ;

vears old; never again did Columbus have

s0 young a mayor. Also, he s the only Z

mavor of Columbus who had the gevernor
of Ohio arrested.

The first councilmen of Columbus
probably chose Pike their mayor because
he was experienced as a magistrate.
Before arriving here in “Infant City” he
had besn “associate’” judge in Oneida
County, N, ¥. Giving High-st some
character, if not paving. was among
accomplishments of “the Pike adminis-
tration.” A rough public markethouss
that had been pegged together was
removesd from the middle of 5 High An
“uptown' problem was stumps in the
slreet,

THOSE THAT helieved a state capital,
even an embryo one, should have a main
street clear of stumps circulated among
the meager population and collected
F200; with it men were hired to render
High-st stumpless.

In historical accounts of the early oy,
Judge Pike is best remembered as Capitol
Square's farmer. He grew corn one
summer, whoat the next, alternating the
crops for five years on the 10 acres in the
cenber of the town, He kepl wandering
hogs gut of his state-owned field with rail
fencing. Even this detall was set down:
Mavor Pike put five mortises through
each post, 20 his fence was five rails high.

HIS FENCING materials were
“worked” oul of trees he cut in clearing
the acresge. Freshly-toppled trees were
deer provender. Joel Buttles, who had
Just moved to Third-st, saw deer come at
night to browse on leaves within their
reach.

Ridding downtown Columbus of forest
was much hard labor for the young
mayor. Other early-day residents were
George and Benjamin Pike. Pike relatives
believe that they were Jarvis Pike's
brothers. and that they took part in the

e —

1816-1817

timbering. All three, It has been said,
previously lived in Massachusetis.

CLEARING THE Square was some-
thing the state government had hired
Mayor Fike to do. He was not paid
immediately. When Gov. Thomas Wor-
thington brought from Chillicothe in
1816 the state seal and other accoutre-
ments of his office to establish the siate
government here, Mavor Pike had him
taken before a justice of the peace for
nonpayment. The bill was paid.

The incident, although brief might
have rankled Gov, Worthington, proud
Virginian. Later, he led a penitentiary
crew “te clear underbrush” from Capitol
Square, That foray could have suggested
that Mayor Pike didn't do & complete or
satisfactory job

A CIVIC duty of all early mayors was
to promote the sale of lots. in that way
aiding the four proprietors that had
founded Columbus. The Franklin Bank
was organized during his first year of
mayor; he was authorized to sell its stock.

Concurrently the Columbus Literary
Society was founded and Mayor Fike.
himself, bought but one share of that.

He had welcoming duties; in 1817
President James Monroe rode in from the



north, escorted by o large commities and
the Franklin Dragoons; Mr. Monroe was
the Ffrst President to eall in Columbus
That same year hardly noticed was the
arrival of the progenitor of the Deshler
banking family, Coming overland from
Easton, Pa., David Waggoner Deshler,
carpenter, bought a Brogd-st lof just west
of High, giving a gold watch as part of the
diown payment. At the end of Mayor
Pike's term, reported The Ohio Gazet-
teer, Columbus had 204 houses and 1500
[RETEONE.

JUDGE AND Mrs. Pike ishe wasz
Eleanor Moore, commonly called Ellen)
went into the hotel business. They had a
tavern at Main and High sireets, al

another time another on W. Broad. Judge
Pike also was in the stagecoach business
with William MNeil and Robert MNeil A
contemporary advertisement indicat-
ed they bought 100 horses at a time.

In IB32 a firm named Jarvis Plke & Co.
published The Thompsonian Recorder,
which 10 years later was mowved to
Cincinnati. Mayor Pike was a greal great
ungle of Mrs. Henry G. Franz of 4064 E.
Livingston-av and of Mrs, M. D. Hohen-
stine, the wife of the jeweler, He died,
aged 59, in 1854; his grave is in Union
Grove Cemetery of Canal Winchester, He
was moved there afler being buried first
in a family gravevard on 3 Moore farm
north of Circleville.




John Kerr

Second in a series of 44

John Kerr, second mayor of Columbus,
wis borm,in County Tyrone, Ireland,
alboast 1778, He attended the University of
Dublin; was a koowledgeable man in
several flelds including mathematics and
engineering. He came o America in o
grial wave of Scots-Irish migration

Kerr knew music and was interested
in other culture; when the Columbazs
Literary Society was organized in 1808 it
had Kerr as its first secrelary. The papers
ol his estate ineluded many drawings
Kerr had made of bulldings. He was the
first surveyor to be hired by Columbus'
firsl ¢ity eouncil

He kept the job of surveyer when
muyor this years were 1818 and 1819) and
remained a Columbus councilman wndil
his death in 1823, He had been o wealthy
man; he “lefl a large forfune,”” The land
office business had been his business.

Kerr came hiere in 1810, having boughi
governmenl land, and lived firsi In
Franklinton, a settlement about what now
i5 Broad-s1 and West Innnerbelt. He bhad
land from State-si (o Livingston-av, and i
became ity lots, for sale, afier Colum bos
wis platted in 1812 by Joel Wright, an
ageni of the siate, and Joseph Vanee,
SUTWEROr

Kerr and three other Columbus
“proprietors”  Lyne Starling, James
Johnston  and  Alexander Melaughlin,
dealt with the state povernment in
creating the capital city during the War of
1812_ a time of boom

Kerr had his own land office on ‘W
Broad, and for a time acted as agent for
the propriefors joinily. Unforiunately,
the first fimancial criss in Colurmibus
gecurred while Kerr wis mayor tn IBTH)
Many buvers defaulbed on payiments, and
lots reveried fo Kerr amd his partners

Somie Columbns seitlers el and woent to
elnrlee

Indinnn. Meanwhile, hers, some

1818-1819

Ints facing Capitol Square were offered
for EHK cach Other lots, mow o down-
town Columbus, were bought at sherifi’s
sale for 7 and 38,

(¥ the foiar proprietors, only Mayor
Kerr and Starling weathered the pra-
tracted hard times Kerr was elected
president of the Franklin Bank, of which
b wias o founding director when |1 wak
orgamized in 1818,

If bprn i 1778 ias hislorians have
puessed | Kerr was 45 at the time of his
death He was buried in ald North
Giraveyard, a tract west of High-si al
Vime-at, 1o which he, as o counciliman, had
created an gocess road. 1 18 pot Known
whether Mavoer Kerr was among ploneers
later moved 1o Green Lawn Cemotery
His grave was listed #s “logt™ at time of
reTnovil.



Eli C. King

Third in a series aof 44

El . King, third mayor of Columbus,
was among early settlers in the Broad-st
High-st nrer — as early as 1814 King had
estahlished himsell as a tanmer. according
fo ol Alfred E. Lee, higtorian. At
another time a company of Columnbus
artillery was led by a Capl. El C. King

Also, King was selocied 5 Monfgomery
Township justice of the peace {n 1816
jusl in time to hear a money  dispute
between the governor of o (Thamas
Worthington) aml the mavor of Colum-
bus (Jarvie W, Pike)l It was o quick case

with the mavor getiing his way; e was ;

pald.

MAGISTRATE KING kept his justice
of the peace suthority until chosen mayor
of Calumbus in 1820 He was mayor also
in 1821 and 1622 In the three years
Mayvor King and members of council
entered municipal problems of endoring
importance — the protection of life and
Property

In 1821 ihe Night Watch was started
Under direction of a town marshal a foree
of men patrotled Columbus from 10 pom
until 5 am., with authority to make
arresis. Inm 1820 Celumbuz had 1450
inhabitanis (L. 5 Census figured
ithere were, apparently, miscreants
amang them.

MEN OF {he Night Watch would bring
thee disorderly amd suspicious” before
the mayor “for examination at sunrize.”
{4, &0 ihe ordinance said. Some mayors,
perhaps, opened Court later than sunup.
Mot until 1881 did Columbuz get & police
court judge. Judge Mayor King and his
successors had the opersus task of
hearing cazes based on misdeeds of the
dizorderly and suspicious. In later davs,
mayors resigned the office, having found
ihe “sunrise examinations" irksome,

Columbus’ first big fire occurred early
in 1822 Eight buildings were destroyed.
S0 another branch of public safety began
as Mayor Ring held office

IN EARLY SPRING of 1R22 Mrs, David
W, Deshler, housewife on Broad-st just
weat 'of High-st, wrote to-her sister in
Easton, Pas “The first fire b:l: any

1820-1822

conseguence that ever took place in this

town . . eight buildings were consumed
They were all small shops excepl one, a
small dwelling house™

The eity governmeenl bought ladders,
for firefighters to climb, And plans were
made 10 1822 for three companies of men
That hed (o soch firefighling companies as
Niagars, Fame, Hornei, Nepiune and
Phoeniz. Some pulled hand pumps to
fires, others reels of hase on carts.

IN THE SAME vear. 1822 Columbus
hecame 3 place of manufaciuring. There
was i new foundry. its principal outpud
plows for farmers

Henry Clay was here during tha
winter of 1820-21, as & lawyer protecting
famd titles of clients. Mrs. Deshler had an
opinion of Mr Clay; she thought his
reputation more impressive than his
appearanee. She thought him plain

E. Brogd-st, a8 muddy as it was wide,
had a “wet” spal from Filth-st eastward
[ those days. when they sald wel they
meant baftomless Mayor King had the
streteh corduroyed — that 18, surfaced
with logs Many readents worked out
their road tax an thal project

Historians ilso say thal Mayor King o
a later time helped build a road to
Geranwilie.



John Laughrey

Fourth of a series of 44

John Laughrey, fourth mayor of Colum-
bus (serving only in 1823) had lived
several vears in western Pennsylvania,
and when he came to Ohio in 1817 he was
a man of 33, 3 mechanic and a builder

As a young man, during the War of
1812, Laughrey had commanded & regi-
ment of volunteers in the Lake Erie
campaign. The Laughrey family had been
living in Rockville, Me., when he wis
barn

WHEN LAUGHREY became mayor of
Columbus, it was only 11 years old and
growing. More mercantile establishments
were standing flank to flank on High-st,
with hitehing racks for horses at the
streat, At times, Indians still living up the
rivers, rode in and hitched shagiy ponies
thére,

At the timeé a veritable complex of
buildings was filling the High-st slde of
Capitol Square iMayor Laughrey might
have worked on some of them),

THE FIRST Columbus state house,
brick walls, hipped roof with & steeple in
the: center, stood at State-st and High
Other buildings ranged northward, Next
to the Capitol was a row of state offices,
drab brick, unadorned, two stories high,
doors to the first floor opening right on
tive sirest

The governor (Jeremiah Morrow when
Laughrey was mayor); the state trea-
surer, secretary of state snd other state
officials had offices in the row. Om the
second Moor was o small state library that
Thomas Worthington, when governor,
had started. The walnut shelves that held
the books were bullt by carpenter David
Deshler,

THERE WAS excitement about getting
the federal court here from Chillicothe,
and citizens made donations to help erect
for it an ungainly domed bullding which
stood in front of the present State House,
A modest building was built behind the
federal building to house county offices

when the county sept was taken From
Franklinton across the river,

An early school also was held in a log
cabin that stood somewhere on the 10
gcres that the founding proprietors set
aside for what now is Capitol Square
Later, volunteer firefighters housed
equipment in & shed behind the brick
statehouse, Also theére was a town pump,
itz overflow causing 8 muddy streak all
the way down the Sate-st slope to whers
the Ohio Theater now Is,

LAUGHREY, AFTER heing mayar,
made a mark by taking contracts for Ohio
public works projects,

In 1828 he had 300 men digging the
Ohis Canal by Circleville. Laughrey built
12 miles of it there. Main achievement of
the contract was leaping the canal across
thie Sciotio River

To support an aqueduct large poles had
b be driven into the bed of the river. That
was done al low-water time in summer.
By Dec. 16, 1828 foundation timbers of
the middle pier had been pepged among
the clustered poles, or pilings,



THE AQUEDUCT was of wood, and
when completed, held enough water to
fpat a loaded canal boal. Beside the
flume was bracketed a cleated bridge
where walked mules to tow the slack-
waler barges.

Mayor Laughrey's name sometimes was
spelled Loughrey, even Longhenry. His
daughter married Dr. William M. Awl, a
pioneer in specialized care. Dr. Awl was

first superintendent of Columbus State
Hospital

It i= believed that Laughrey, as a
contractor, followed the canal toward
Portsmouth, and remained in southern
Ohto as an orchardist. One of Mayor
Laughrey's granddaughters once re-
marked that he made a great contribution
to the fruit culture of that part of the
state,




William T. Martin

Fifth of a serves of 44

Judge William T, Martin, fifth mayor
of Columbus, helped during the wears of
1824, 1825 and IB26 to contribute to a
tradition thal the city have a [miendly,
understanding and approachable man in
charge at City Hall

“Im each and every office he was the
modied of official efficiency and prompt-
ness, wound up his caresr by wriling the
hest early history of Columbus that was
iver printid™” — that was said of Mayor
Martin in 1908 by Col, William A Tavior
in a higiory that Tavler wrote. The
history, still used extensively, iz “History
of Franklin County'”: il was printed in
1858

MAYOR MARTIN was tolerant and
charitable in daily police court In his
time many neweomers had “court trou-
ble™; the newcomers included a consider-
able number ol slaves that had been Treed
in the Scuth

The Martin home was on northwest
corner of Main and Fromit streets. Mr.
Martin wasz called Judge Mariin because
hs had heen an associabe of the Common
Plias Court Judge Martin lived here 51
wears: and did much for Franklin County.

HE ANI MBS, Martin (Amelis) named
theirson (berm in 1B19 Benjamin Frank-
lin Martin. He hecame a lpwyer, and was
Franklin County prosecuting attorney

During the three yesrs Judge Martin
was mayor, the cily emerged from a
depression that had caughtl most cltens
money-short soon after the War of 1812
ended. A chiel factor in renewal of good
times was Lhe winning of a Land-1itle sait
by wealthy Lyne Starling. chiel “pro-
prietor of the capital

Judge Martin was born in Bedford
County, Pa, on an April &, |aler a
histarie day for America. He came here in
1815 and pitched right In. He was
mewerriher of the First schonl board, and was
tisgcher, for a while, in the log cabin
schisinl thatl stood in Capitol Square,

HE SERVED township, county and

1824-1826

William T. Martin

city. He was a director of the inflirmary,
Threugh the vesrs, Judge Martin seemed
{6 have been secretary or recorder of
mosl everything. 5o he should  howve
written thé town history. Ameng his
important positions: That of Franklin
County reconder

In an 1880 history, Judge Lo T
Critehiield wrote of Judge Martin's ahili
1y and fNidelity, adding; “his stately
presenee, dignified appearance, elegant
manners, general culiure and inialligence
are remembered by the older cillzens.”

in the West Side, Martin-ay s named
for the filih mayor. He died here on Feb
IH. TBaG. Mes. Martin lived 84 years. her
desth accurring in 1885




James Robinson

Sixth of a Series of 44

When Gov. DeWiti Clinton of New
York, celebrated canal builder, came to
Columbusg in the summer of 1825 he was
emtertained and soclaimed af a public
dinner at the Sign of the Golden Bell,
a High-st tavern then operated by James
Robinzon, sixth mayor of Columbus,

The tavern was High-st's oldest, amd
was located zouth of State-st whers the
fruil stand of Cappy Bros. now is, It had
several proprietors and several names
during iz existence, In "the Bell” on
“Gov. Clinton night” & new era of
crogdrountry transportation was hailed,
wilh Robinson believing what he heard,

JAMES ROHINSOMN was mayor of
Columbus only eight months, in 1427, He
resigned on Sept 11; next he became
president of the then-new Columbus and
Sandusky Turnpike Co., a toll road to
Lake Erie that toosk maore than seven
years to build

Orange Johnson, 8 banker, was chiefl
promoter of the turnpike. Mayor Hobin
son wis president of the company only a
year (he was succeeded by Jozeph Hidg-
way 5r.j but Robhinson never found time to
RErve agaln as mavor

HE HAD BECOME a member of
Columbus City Council in 1823 and
continued & member until be became
mayor in 1827, In with Mayver Robinson
weani & new town marshal, John HKelly,
When the mayor resigned he did mot
becoime 4 councilman again — he simply
left government.

Higgest event during his term was the
breaking of ground for the siretch of
canal between Lockbourne and Colum-
bugs. It was in late April. Mayor Robinson
andd B8 others marched down the slope to
the Scioto River. It was a showy turmout.

MAYOR ROBINSON had been host (o
thi greal oy, Clinton two years earlier

but, ironically, had only & meager role in
the canal groundbreaking.

Stale officials manned ceremonial
shovels end wheelbarrows, then loaded,
wheeled and dumped the first loads of
excavaled earth. (Allen Trimble, 8 Henry
Clay Whig. was governor; he had done
miuch to further canal bullding

Travelers in and out of Columbus, a
tpwn of nearly 0800 permanent resi-
dents, Increased as did the number of
lilverns,

MAYOR ROBINSON also operated, for
4 time, the old Columbus Inn on southeast
eorner of Town-st and High. That building
was the first meeting place of Columbus
Council members in 1816 It was 8 two-
story frame building, and was torn down
in 1854,

Most of the High-st taverns had
benches in front of them, and the
benches, in good weather, were filled
with male loungers. First man to stand up
had to take the others inside and buy
drinks for all — that was the custom, In
those days taverns were the hotels; nearly
all of them sold whisky and rum.
Temperance houses came in later.



William Long

Seventh in a series of &4

William Long. seventh mayor of Colum-
brug, filled the office soberly and dutifully
from 1827 to 1833 In that time the town
passed the 2.000-mark in population. and
both the canal and the National Pike
reached the riverfront

Long was an early settler. On June 14,
1813, he snd Rebekah Morrizon Suddick
were married, It is believed that Joel
Wright, who named originsl Columbus
slreels, nemed Long-st for Mayor Lang
In 1816 Long was appointed first clerk
of Columbus’ public market. Later he was
& councilman, also served for & time as
recorder of Council meetings

MAYOR LONG, at the beginning of his
first term. went back to an earlisr town
marshal, Benjamin Sells. He later
switched around, then rehired Sells. Dr
Lineeln Goodale was his recordar

In 1833 Mavor Long had as survevor
Byron Kilbourne, later the founder of
Milwaukee Kilbourpe, in that wear
resurveved the early work of Joseph
Vance and Joel Wright, Columbus plat-
ters. Center glones were planted then a
the crossings of the streets. In years 1)t
followed other surveyors used the stones
as starting polinis

THE FIRST penitentiary {which stood
south of Lazarus Annex) caught fire, amd
the flames were fought by a bucket
brigade formed between the burning
building and the Scigte River. One ling of
men passed buckets of water up the slope,
angther line handed them downslope for
refilling.

Also in 1830, Gen. Duncan McArthur,
the richest man in Ohio, was injured ai
State pnd High streets ina freak aceident
Om the Saturday night of Feb 8 a wood
porch, loaded with snow, in front of a dry
goeds store collapsed on the old Indian
fighter, and injured him terribly. His
right knee never swung right afterward
Al the time Gin MeArthur represented
the Chillicothe district in the Chio Senate

1827—1833

William Loeng

He later was ewectea governor, but did
most of his campaigning in o carriage.

Halfway through Mayor Long's tenure a
historian lemized his growing fown
Columbus in 1831 had 350 dwellings, 15
general stores, 10 lowyers; five doctors,
four churches, one bank Population was
2494

Streets were extended into additions
where more dwellings were being build
The additions fallowed the lead of John
MeGown, the first developer, who had
ndded South Columbus in 184, McGown
haack died i the age of 75 in 1824

Mayor Long was a county official later
in his life. He was Franklin County
treasurer from 1835 to 1841




Philo H. Olmsted

Eighth in & series of 44

Col Phile H Olmsted. eighth mavor of
Columbus. was ane of the New Englend-
vrs Lhat settled in Worthington, Blendon
Township and Granville. He was Colum-
Brus mavor in TE33, later served a 2-year
term through 1E38 and 1839

Lol CHm=ted had several sceupations,
newspaper eidifor being the principal ane
He was state printer, ran taverns and
hatels, was a retaller of drygoods on High
al, and al=o helped promote 3 turnpike
berbtween Columbus and Granville

Mayor Olmsted had the first board of
health, with Dr. Peleg Sisson itz chair-
man. Among it endeavors was abate
ment of foul-smelling “nusances" along
the banks of the canal and rivers.

GEDORGE B. HARVEY'S career &s
town marshal began under Mayor Olme
sted. Marshal Harvoy was destioed to
muech night-time pairolling of the grow-
ing cily. Later, children of the Deshler
family knew him as “0ld Harvey;" their
memoirs relate that he walked prineipal
streeis. wearing & big overcoal, carrying
i heavy cane and @ pierced-tin lanlern.
He had worked as 3 carpenter on the first
state house tal State and High streets) and
he and hiz wife, the former Jame
Armstrong, were the frst couple mar-
ried in ColumbBus (in TR14)

Mavor Olmsted was 3 Whig, an Episco-
patian. and his home was on W Siate-s
He and Mrs. Olmsted, the former Sariah
Phillips: of Mercersburg, Pa, had 12
rhildeen

THE MAYR was 15 years old when
his father, Francis (Wmsted, a Revolution-
nry War soldier, brought the family into
Uhio from Simsbury, Conn., in 1808 They
established their home in what now is
Minerva Pack . and in 1821 opened the First
tavern of Blendon Township in a frame
huilding at Hlendon Corners.

Meanwhile, Philo Odmsted, as a teen-
ager, wenl to Warthington and worked

1833,
1838—39

Phile H. Olmsted

for a newspaper, The Western Inteiligen-
eir, published there Both he and the
newspaper moved {o Columbus; later he
was editor of The Ohio State Journal end
ather newspapers He commanded the
Franklin Drageons for a time, hencoe hiz
title of colonel

IN 183 Col Olmsted operated the
Meil House when i still was called the
Mational Hotel, Seven years later he
hecame manager of the United States
Haotel, it having been built at Town and
High streets by the Buttles family

He had been g Columbus eouneil-
man, also served in the Ohio Legislature.
During the Civil War Colonel Olmsted
bought horses for the Union Army, He
died here in 1870



John Brooks

Ninth in a series of 44

John Brooks, 4f-year-old High-st mer-
chant, pot something on April 14, 1834 he
sppn began to loathe — the woters of
Columbus chose him to be their ninth
mayor, giving him 42 more voles than
they did the incombsent

The 449 votes cast (Columbus popula-
tion was about 4 000} were divided among
five candidates: Brooks 161, Col. Philo H.
Olmsted 119, Thomas Wooed 66, Elljah
Ellis 64 and Isahel Chitenden 3% Forty-
one davs earlier Columbus had been
incorparated ag a oty

COL. OLMSTED swore Mayor Brooks in
on April 21, and precisely midway in his
term, on the next April 21 Mayor Brooks
resigned. A biographer of Brooks stated
he was a man of accomplishments, a
steadfast retailer with tenacity. But “the
petty affairs” he had to deal with in the
mayor's office — that miasma he chose
nol to face following April 21, 1835,

Mayor Brooks, records indicate, was
fraid §75 for his year of service. Undoubt-
edly, fees collected by any justice of the
peace in suwrrounding Montgomery Town-
ship would have exceeded that At the
time the city was trying to gel more
operating money; there was a tax on dogs,
and ibe price of tavern and coffeshouse
licenses was increased,

THERE WAS a “big jam" of people al
Brooks' inaugural as the first “eity™
miayor; one of his daughters fainted. The
cerémony probably was held in the first
slate housge at State and High streets.

Brooks was borm at Lincolnshire,
Maine, June 12,1785, the son of a refugee
from Mova Scotla, and died here Feb, 26,
1868, He waz a merchant for 88 years.

Before coming here, Brooks was a bank
cazhier, alse a justice of the peace, having
entered business at age 15, His Maine

1834

John Broaks

background was reflected in his invention
of & popular style of chopping ax.

BROOKS AND his family, having ar-
rived in Columbus in 1828, ran the White
Horse Tavern. By 1830 he had establizhed
a store at Rich and High streets, selling
hardware and groceries. His home was on
the southeast corner of Rich and Third
streats. Mr. and Mrs. Brooks had 13 chil-
dren,

The new “eity” government had a
Council of 12 men, two of them, Willlam
T. Martin and William Long, former
mayors. For political purposes, the city
was divided into three wards. Mayor
Brooks was economical; he had one man
serve both as marshal and as supervisor
of the public market. In iis first 18 years
Columbis was a borough.




John Bailhache

Tenth in a series of 44

The Ohio experience of John Ballhache,
a natlve of the lsle of Jersey. bagian al &
saltworks near Zanesville and was con-
cluded as Columbus” 10th mayor,

Bailhache, 8 Whig, was mayoer in LBES,
having been appointed by City Couneil to
sorve the second year of John Brooks®
Z-vear term. He left soon after, and went
to Allon, [, where he Hved the remain-
der of his life

THE FRIENDLY little man, § feet tall.
came to Columbug in 1825 to publish a
newspaper, The Ohic State Journal,
which he did for the pext 10 years,
meanwhile making hundreds of friends,
the closest o him being Lyne Starling,
fi-feei-8, the tallest man in Columbus

APPARENTLY, Columbus was amused
By the pair, onié 18 inches taller than the
other; city histories contain several anec-
dotes-abaul them. Starling was wealthy,
ane of the four proprietors that estab-
lished Columbus as permanent Ohio
capital, He and Bailbache hung out in
John Young's Eagle Coffechouse geross
High-st from the governor's office. It was
called Whig hesdguarters.

The Nationasl Republicans of Ohio met
here in the fall of 1831; they chose
Ballhache and Starling as their delegates
to the party's mext national convention
Bailhache, in his newspaper. expressed
dismay at the field of candidates for
public office. Only ldolz he had were Gen
William Henry Harrison and Henry Clay.
In 1835 he supported Gen Harrison for
prestdent

BAILHACHE WAS born an the English
Channel island in 1TEBT; when & young
man he came (o America to join relatives,
ithe Sarchets of Guernsey County, They
were from the zle of Guernsey, At first,
Bailhache worked at a saltworks the

Sarchets had in the Muskingum River
Valley

When the business failed, Ballhache
turned to journalism He had been a
printer’s apprentice in Jersey. He pub-
lished newspapers in Chillicothe, Circle-
ville and Cincinnatl before coming o
Columbus, devoting most of those years to
Chillicothe . While Bailhache lived there,
Ross County voters chose him to repre-
sent them in the Chio Legislature,

BAILHACHE was a Methodist in his
early years; latér, he was an Eplscrpalian,
A biographer said he had “good sense™
and dignity

The Capital City, when Bailhache was
mayaor, reached from Livingston-av fo
Union Station; it extended enstward as
far as Grant-av, and the west boundary
ran along the canal, then up the Sclotoe
River to the new penitentiary.



Warren Jenkins

Eleventh in a series of 44

Warren Jenkins, 11th mayor aof Colum-
bus, rode the wave of Whig-party ascend-
ancy in Chin, direeting the city in 1834
and 1837 as Joseph Vance, the first Whig
governor, held the Capitol Sguare office.

And Mayor Jenkins could do nothing to
prevent an sbrupt commerelal down-
turn. The hio State Journal in
1836 boasted that there had been a 10
per cent increase in Columbus population
in 5 years — to 5,500 The building of the
Metiopal Pike continwed across western
(Thio; that was good aetivity,

THE FIRST theater had opened In
sutumn of 1835 at 37 N. Highst, City
Councll deciding it would pay an annual
few of §75

A recession came in 1837. Prioces
declined. Business became languid. Some
Columbus residents had paid taxes with
counterfeit dollars, and the city marshal
was stuck with them. Gov. Vance's
programs for completion of canals and
more money for schools eventually were
voted, but not in time to help Columbus
from its deldrums.

MAYOR JENKINS lived on the west
side of High-st south of Main-st. He was 5
justice of the peace before being elected
mayor. Another of his connections: Thea
bhio Register and Anti-Masonic Review
was published here from 1830 to 1833,
having boen moved here from Milan, and
Jonking was one of its editors.

Mayor Jenkins resigned Sept. 4, 1837, to
beécome 3 bank cashier. It was the
Mechanics Savings Institule, a new bank
of which William Blackstone Hubbard
was president. Hubbard built his bhuge
dwelling on N. High-s1, it rivalling In size

the E. Broad-si mansion of Alfred Kelley.

1836-1837

Warran Jankins

THE COLUMNED Kelley house (on the
site of the Christopher Inn) was complet-
ed during the time Mayor Jenkins was in
office, and caused much comment, inelud-
ing some out-of-state. At the same Hme
casiward expansion of the city encoun-
téred undrained highland which some
said was unhealthy, There were standing
ponds, and unpaved streets were alarm-
ingly muddy

Jenkins continued in Whig politics He
wias on the state ceniral committee in
1838 with such oulstanding men as Lewls
Heyl, Thomas Ridgway Sr. and Kelley




John G. Miller

TwelfEh in a series of 44

John G. Miller (1795-1871), the 12th
mayor of Columbus, is recalled frequent-
Iy ms having been 2 brother-in-law of
President John Tyler. That was & factor in
Columbus leadership because Miller
traded the job of mayor for the postmas-
tership as soon as Tyler became Presi-
dent

Miller, a Virginlan qualified as a
lawyer, came to Columbus in 1830; 10
vears later he was elected mayor (as a
Whigh. His majority was 218 votes. Mayor
Miller, at times, was known as a Natlonal
Republican and a= a States-Righter. [l was
a time of Mux in political partles; the era
of Lovo-Foeo and Know—Nothinglsm was
about to dawn

IN 1828 lawyer Miller had started a
newspaper called The Ohio Confederate
which later was the The (Hd School
Republican, He helped Alfred Kelley and
Thomas Ewing direct the Harrison-Tyler
campaign in Ohis. He was a speaker the
night of April 8, 1840, when the Franklin
County Straightout Tippecanoe Club was
formed behind the Eagle Coffeshouse
about &% 5 High-st. Five days earlier
Miller had been elected mavor

“A courtly Virginia gentleman; urbani-
Iy of deportment; great dignity" was
written of Mayor Miller by Columbuas
histarians. He was born in Goochland
County, Virginia, His middle initial stood
for Guerrant. He was an honor graduale
of William and Mary College, and was
admitted to the bar in Philadelphia.

MAYOR MILLER'S first wife was Chris-
tian Tyler; later he married her sister
who had besn Mrs. Otis Crosby. The
Mullers lrwed on the northeast corner of
Third and Broad streets, the address
today being 108 E. Broad-si, The mavor’s
son, angther John G. Miller, later was
miyoer of Sandusky for several years.

Columbus® 12th mayor was an excep-
tional orator in an era when there were
many. When the cornerstone of the State
House was placed, Judge Miller was
Urator of The Bay. It was zaid at the
courthouse that hiz erudition ran beyomd
eomprehenston of most jurors and that he

1840

John G. Millar

wiould have won more lawsuits with

more commaen language

TYLER WAS placed on the Whig ticket
as Gen. William Henry Harrison's run-
ning mate to please States-Rights advo-
cates; he came to Columbus Sepl. M,
1840, and was formally welcomed by
Mavor Miller. Tyler was third president
to visit Columbus. James Monroe amd
(ien. Harrizson preceded him

Gwtn. Harrison was President but a
month; as seon a8 he died Vice President
Tyler became President. Mayor Miller gol
the Columbus postmastership May 4.
1841, which he held until 1545

He was mayor about 13 months. In later
life, Judpe Miller made investments, and
was director of 4 gas company, In the
18505 he was elected and reelected a
justice of the peace in Montgomery
Township



Thomas Wood

Thirteenth of a series of 44

Thomas Wood, the 13th maver of
Columbus, was appointed to the office by
members of City Cooncil in May 1841, as
sp0n as President John Tyler named John
. Miller, Columbus mayor MNo. 12, the
Columbus postmaster. Wood served only
until the next election.

Wood was 3 well-qualified magistrate.
He was a justice of the peace In
Montgomery Township from 1828 to 1842
iserving right through his months as
mavarl. Wood was appointed in 1828, and
he gucceeded David Waggoner Deshler
who had resigned. Deshler, by the way,
was progenitor of the Deshler banking
family. Both Mayor Wood snd Deshler
came to Columbus in its early years, and
lived the remainder of their lives hero

Wood ran for mayor in 1834 in the first
ety election; he finished third to a busy
marchant who resigned the office be-
cause Lthe pelty arguments that composed
“the police court” side of the job pgot
under his skin.

MAYOR WOOD'S term in 1841 was a
time of rigsing costs. Frank Spade, for
instance, was paid $18.12 for hauling dirt
and night watching. (Mficial records in a
City Hall vault show that Spade recsived
$24.37 the next month for the same work.
Then, Spade’s pay the third month was
$25.80

If Spade or anothér membér of the
Columbus Night Watch arrested a suspi-
clous person, he was held in a tiny
cillaboose beside Stste-si (immediately
behind Columbas” first State House); that
calaboose was among the mayor’s respon-
sibilities,

The fires that occurred still were

fought by volunteers. In 1841 some public
cisterns, mostly under the streets, were
placed here and there as a source of
water for their kand pumps. In the canal
area there were hog-slaughtering sheds;
a8 meat-packing became a big industry
the problems of sanitation were demand-
ing solutions of Council and Mayor Wood.

THE TERM in office for Mayor Wood
woccurred between the Colimbus visits of
President John Tyvler and author Charles
IMekens, so his ceremonial duties were at
a4 minimum thai year, Had a celebrity
onine U0 tivwn, oy, Tom Corwin, the Whig
Party's extraordinary orator, surely
would have been top greeter

Three years after leaving the mayor’s
office, Wood was a member of the first
board of directors of the Franklin Bank as
reconstituted under the 1845 state bank-
Ing laws. In 1852 and 1853 Wood was the
bank's president, serving between the
presidencies of Samuel Parsons  and
Deshler, The fortunes of the Swan and
Parsons families were invested in the
bank.




Abram |. McDowell

Fourteenth in 8 series of 44

The 14th mayor of Columbas, Col —

Abram I McDowell {1T83-1844), was born

1812 in a company of Kentucky wolun-
teers Later, Col McDowell settled in
Franklinton where his well-known son,
Irwin, a Civil War general, was born Oet
15, 1818

At one time Col. MeDowell commanded
& Columbus military company, the Frank-
lin Dragoons, which drifled in the Sheep
Pasture, an open area on the east side of
High-st between Rich and Maln streets,

IN YEARS since, Mayor MeDowel] has

been described as popular, jovial, urbane, -

with a commanding, portly appearance, A
genuine “social" pentleman, it was said,
with “bonhommie. "

Col. McDowell was mayor in 1842 only.
population of Columbus passing 8,00 and
rapidly growing — and that year undoubt-
edly he was among these greeting Charles
Dickens, the great man of London, at o
recepiion in the Neil Hoose where
Dickens stopped during his American
tour,

“The town 1z clean and pretly,” was
Dickens' compliment to Columbuos.

THE SULLIVANTS and the McDowells
were closely allied. Col. MeDowell and
Eliza Selden Lord, whom he married in
1817, had six children, the general being
oldest, and getting the colonel’s middle
name of Irvin.

The family had moved to the east side
of the Scioto River before Col. MceDowell
became mayor, and established their
horme at Spring and Front streets, the
house facing Fromt-st. Inm 1828 City
Counecil gave Col. MeDowell permission (o
build a bathhouse on Spring-st. Whether
it was public or solely for the use of the
MeDowells is not known.

T

in Kenturky, and served in the War of d___;—ﬂ'
=] '

1842

i

i

Col. McDowell had many other inter-
ests, and served in other public positions.
He waz Franklin County recorder from
1817 to 1831 Also, he was clerk of the
early court of thevicinity, and, it was sald,
only his humor at times kept it going

HE WAS =among directors of the
Franklin Bank when it was incorporated
Feb, 3, 1818. For a time he was in the
stagecoach business with William Meil,
Col. McDowell helped build the road
between Columbis and Granville. He was
an early officer in the Columbus and
Sandusky Turnpike.

The McDowells were Scots-Irish and
Episcopalian. McDowell-st, on the near
West Side, probably was named for Col.
MeDowell’s uncle, Judge John MeDowell




Fifteenth in & series of -H

Smithson E. Wright (1807-1881), the
15th mayor of Columbus, served his full
Z-year term in [B43 and 1844 for the city &
tme of change and development.

Enforcement of laws was prime topic at
meetings of the Clity Council; in 1843 &
new marshal, George Riordan, was hired
1o supervise the Night Watch and relsted
protectlon of life and property. Boi, after
a year, Marshal Ceorge B. Harvey (whao
gerved at the posi for 3 long timel
aucceeded Riordan.

DER WESTBOTE, most successful of
rerman-language newspapers in Colum-
bus, began in 1843, and immediaiely i
was a factor In loecal polliles. Simulia-
negusly, there was the guestion of
moving boundaries of the voting wards.
German immigrants were setiling, in
concentrated manner, in the Maln-st and
Mound-it region

Urban beautification had o start; in his
diary Joel Butiles, High-ai merchant,
wirole thal sugar maples and peach trees
wiere el along Columbus streets,

In 1843 Mayor Wright introdoced John
Quincy Adams, ex-President, at a recep-
fion in First Presbyterian Church (on site
of the Hartman Theater Building); Adams
wis on his way to Cincinnati where he
dedicated an observatory atop what now
is ealled Mi, Adams i(for him). In 1844 the
city was saddened by the death of pionesr
John Brickell on July 20; as an old man.
Brickell had lived in a riverfront cabin; as
i child, he had been the Indlans’ captive

AFTER LEAVING the mayor's office,
Wright became 3 High-st merchant,
selling hardware, groceries and drypoods
upder the firm name of 5. E. Wright & Co.
In 1848 he was elected Franklin County
auditor, and served two terms.

Columbus' first intercity railroad, the
Columbus & Xenia, and the Little
Miami, itz extension to Cincinnati, took
the Wright family from Columbus. He
became ireasurer of the railroad, had his
office al the south end of the line; in time,
Wright became a leading citlzen of
Clreinnatd

Mayor Wright was born in Belmont
County; b was a8 country school teacher
before coming to Columbus in 1BZE. He
married Matilds Martin, daughter of
Columbus’ fifth mayor, William T, Mar-

tin. Both families lived on the northwest
corner of Main and Front sireeis.

MAYOR WRIGHT, when first in Colum-
bus became a printer; then was part
owner of The Ohic State Journal in 1835,
1836 and 1837, His being a journeyman in
printing led to Mayor Wright belng a
leader in the Mechanies Beneflcinl Socle-
ty; among the prime |nlerests of the
Society was protecting the intereats of
mechanics, manufacturers and artisans

In 1841 the Society built Mechanics Hall
on the southeast corner of Rich and High
sireeis, and while he was mayor Wright
was its president. )

The Franklin Lyceum {of which Alfred
Kelley was president) was affiliated, and
Monday-night scientific lectures were
held in Mechanics Hall. A scientific
library also was maintained there

IN 1835 Peter Hayden, foundrymin,
had broughi the ides of prison-labor in
manufaciuring here from Auburn, N. Y.,
and; although only live years organized,
the Mechanics Society fought Hayden's
proposal strenuously. Alse, in 1838 &
Mechanies Savings Institute was Incorpo-
rated.

Mayor Wright, in politics, had been a
Whig, later was an Independent Republi-
can; he became a Unitarian. He was a
long-time  secretary of the Cincinnati
Literary Club when he lived there.,



Alexander Patton

Sixteenth in a series of 44

Alexander Patton (1791-1858), the 1dth
mayor of Columbuz, was In and out of
office in the late 1840s, his service as
mayvar totalling four years. He was mayor
im 1845, stepped aside and let Augustus 5.
Decker fill the office of mavor in 1846 —
then Patton was mayor agaln thres
siraight years, 1847, 1848 and 1845

Patton and the city started together, He
was 21, In 1813, when he came here and
lived, at first, in a log cabin beside the
Srigto Hiver. Columbus, then, was . just &
year old. Patton probably worked on the
first Columbus State House, because his
brother, Michael, had the carpentry
subcontract on it

ALEXANDER PATTONE service to the
city was diverse. Az a justice of the peace
he filled several terms At one time he
was chief of the volunteer fire depari-
ment. As contractors, he and his brother
built several downtown buildings, includ-
ing the long High-5i building north of the
State Howse iwhich was on the High-
State-st corner). The long building was
2-stary brick, and contained offices of the
governor, secretary of siate, Lreasurer
and the state library started by Gow
Thomas Worthington

Duiring Mayor Patton’s terms the city
experienced boom and development.
exoduses and a record flood

Immigrants, mostly Germans, kKept
coming until Columbus had 17656 per-
song In 18540, Construction warkers were
scarce. Houses were being bulll every-
where. Starling Medical College was
erected at Sixth and State streets. The
Gwynne Block and the Fourth Sirest
Markethouze ithe principal bulldings,
later, of Central Market) were started

SOLDIERS LEFT Columbus for service

in the Mexiean War. Adventurers
agzembled in overland caravans to go to

California gold flelds, Illuminating pas
was piped along Third-st. In 1847 the first

1845,
1847-48-49

telegraph message received In Columbus
cauzed excllement

The January flood of 1847 cresied 19
inches higher than marks left by the 1832
flood. River water hid the guard lock at
the head of the canal. The current swept

away the soap works, warehouses and
slaughterhouses,

IN 1B4B the sewer system began
William Murphy, contractor, cut a hand-
dug trench down HBroad-st to the river,
The trench was 18 feet deep where the
drainage crossed the gravel ridge of High-
si. The sewer drained spring-fed East
Side ponds, also the land aboutl the new
medical college, the mental institution
and Alfred Kelley's mansion which
stood on site of the Christopher Inn.

Mayor Patton was born in Hanoverton,
Fa., of poor parents, Learning the carpen-
ter trade gave him a start He was a
Universalist, married twice and had 11
children His home was at Town and
Front streets, the Lazarus Annex site
Maiden nares of his wives were Eliza-
beth Carns and Nancy Green,



Augustus S. Decker

Seventeenth in a serfes of 44

Augustus 8. Decker (1813-1872), 17th
mayor of Columbuz, held office only in
1846; In the main, Mayor Decker was a
drygoods retaller and manufscturer of
assorted wares.

Mayvor Decker waz a Whig when he
came bto Columbus; in his later years he
was 8 Republican. The Decker home was
an the south side of Rich-st east of Fourth-
=l

THE FIFTH Ward, just south of his
home, and destined to become “solid
German™ voting as a bloc, was created
during Mayor Decker's term. Germans on
City Council from the Fifth were Louis
Hoster, Solomon Lighter and Asa Walling,
Three years later James H. Stauring
Came on

Mayor Decker served the city in several
ways, He was s director of the Infirmary
in the 18405 and 18508, Also in the 1850s
he represented his home ward, the
Fourth, on Clity council

Mavor Decker was born in Pennsylvan-
ia, either in Beading or in West Hanover.
Hiz middle name was Stoner. He married
Martha Crum; he came to Columbus in
840 after having bad experience clecking
in 8 drygoods store in Harrisburg, Pa
Michae ker, his father was 3 mill-
wright. He came to Columbas, too, and
for & while followed his trade here.

THE DECKER drygoods store was on
High-5t at Rich Mrs. Hermon M. Huob-
bard, a spirited leader of Columbusz
society, was another newcomer from the
east — and she once wrote of the “so-
called drygoods stores” on High-at.

“Where could be found with drygoods
goods not so dry — whisky, rum and sther

strong drinks,” Mrs. Huhbard reminisced.
But such retroactive, fun-poking Indict-
mentl did not apply to Decker's store

Not only was Mayor Decker called
pious; it was said that he had pious
Decker ancestry. For 25 vears Mavor
Decker wassuperintendent of the Sunday
Echool of Town Sireet Methodist Epis-
copal Church. He was a trustee of the
chureh, also of Zion Chapel.

MAYOR DECKER invariably was called
a temperate man; “great industry” and
“firmness" were ascribed to him, With
two pariners, he had factories west of the
catal under the name of A, 8. Decker &
Co. Two of them were called the City
Mills and the Novelty Mills.

In 1853 he helped found a whaolesale
grocery firm, Decker & Hibbs, Decker
retired in 1868, and continued to live here
the remaining four years of his life




Lorenzo English

Eighteanth in a series of 44

Lorenzo English (18189-1888), the 18th
mavor of Columbys, served the city
throughout a decade of improvement,
progress and expansion (hiz five terms
running 1850 to 1881), then Mr, English
eontinued politically active to help elect
several Ohioans to the White Houwse.

He was a native aof New York, a
graduate of Oberlin College, a lawver, a
Methodist, a Whig — later, he was one of
the founders of the Franklin County
Republican organization.

MAYOR ENGLISH'S second-floor office
was (n the Rich-st end of a new market-
house eventually called Central Market
His Rich-si home was just wesi of 51
Jozeph Academy He was progenitor of a

large Columbis family. Cynthia & Cole §

was the first Mrs. English; later Mayor

English married Mary Keane, His law §

1850-1861

firm was English & Baldwin; railroads &

were amang its clients,

Among evants while Mayor English wis
in office: Dr. Lincoln

Goodale gave £

Goodale Park to the city. The State House £
was completed, Part of E. Broadst &

became a parkway as trees, mostly elms, &

were set in four rows. William G. Deshler,

banker, got the ldea in Havana; he and
Alfred Kelley direcied. Also on the
committe: John MNoble.

COLUMBLUS" FIRST intercity rallroad
started running between here and Xenia
A dedicatory excursion so elated state
librarian John Grelner he wrote a song,
part of which was:

We hail from the city,

the Capital City,

We left in the storm amd the rain;

The cannon did thunder, the people did
wonder,

To see piows folks on a train,

Lorenzo Emglish

The entire top floor of the markethouss
wias used for city government and ser-
vices. It was Columbus’ first actual City
Hall, There was a large room in which
Mayor English held morning court ses-
shons,

A SBEPARATE building, called the
calaboose, was boilt west of Central
Market It stood on the ot which later was
called Farmers Market, The calaboose
contained several lock-up cells, and
fuarters from the town marshal and his
staff.

The town surveyor had his title changed
to civil engineer, Tn 1860 the title of ehief
of the fire department was ereated, John

Miller being appointed chief engineer on
Nov. 28.



Wray Thomas

Nineteonth of a secies of 44

Wray Thomas, the 1#ih mayor
of Columbus was a lawyer and a
bachelor — he was the eity's magisirate
i 1E6T, 1B6Z. 1863 and 18684, which in
America were war years by amvone's
definition. In politics, Mayor Thomas was
a Peace Demoeral, then pronounced
“Copperhead” north of the Ohio River —
vel Columbus histories contain nothing
negative about Mavor Thomas

Imstead, o Columbos,. a eity well
peapled with gentlemen, it was said that
Wray Thamas was most pentlemanty of
them all. His manners were southern. He
was born in Richmond, Va., and ai the
University of Virginia was a classmate
and friend of Edgar Allan Foe ;

AMONG MAYOR THOMAS' clients
during his first vears as a Columbus
lowwer was Lyne Starling, another Vir-
ginian, who was the ¢ifv's richest man
until (seorge M. Parsons came along

The Civil War did bring turmoil and
excitement to High-s8; it seems, howaver,
thal Mayor Thomas lel state authorities
and the military sabdue the rougher
element

He s remembered for patience in the
duily magisirate’s court on the second
floor of Central Market. The Rich-and-
Fourth-streets area had much squabbling,
hut Mayer Themas listed every fuss as
peity “grievanse ” He would sit endlessly
listening to two women, @ach tdng Lo
give the other the worst of it. Hardly ever
did Mayor Thomas fail to send them home
feeling nelghboriy

AS EARLY AR 1838 Wray Thomas was
in Columbus, here to buy Vieging land
warrants. Two years tater a8 Capt Wray
Thomas helped direct the Columbus
memorial service for Gen William Henry
Harrison who had died soon after becom-
ing President

Immediately John Tyler was Presi-
fdent: spon Thomas was active in the
Columbus anti-Tyler bloc. He served in
the (thie Legislature during the 184i0s
The first Columbus city directory {in
1843} listed him boarding at Russell's, a

1861-1864

Wray Thomas

downtown hotel. He was a member of the
hoard of directors of the Franklin Bank
when it wat reorganized in 1845 under 3
nisw state law

FPERHAFS THE FRANKLIN was
among the Columbus banks that shipped
six tons of gold fo Toledo when the
Confederate cavalry raid led by Gen
Jdohn Huni Morgan started acress Chio in
1863 Later, 15 of Gen Morgan's Ken
tucky thoroughbreds were auctioned in
front of George Merion's livery stable

Alsa military: Columbus Couneil,
meeting m April, 1882 on the second
flowrr of Central Market, voled £1,000 {for
the expenses of a committes to lobby in
Washington for & federal arsensl and
armory. The Governmeant did buy part of
Hobert MNeil's woods, and start building
what now is ealled Ft. Haves

Concurrently, horse cars started run-
ming in downtown High-st The famious
round-cornered MNell Howse was baili; it
#nod until 1923 In 1862 the city's high
sehonl was moved to 8 Romanesgue brick
building at Sixth and Broad streets.




James G. Bull 1865-68, 1871-74

Twentieth of a zeries of 44

James . Bull, the 20th mayor of
Columbus, directed eight busy post-war
yvears, his time being the Time of Great
Improvements. He was mayor in 18835,
1866, 1867 and 1868 — then after being
oul of office two years, Mayor Bull was
elected (o serve four more years

Columbus population in 1870 was
31,174 During Mayvor Bull's eight vears of
legdership High-si was paved, waler
miins were laid, 3 State-si bridge was
built across the Scioto River, a Clty Hall
was built (on the Ohio Theatre
gite), Schiller Park was acquired, organs
zation of police and fire depariments
became effective, and Columbus capital-
I5ts bullt o rallroad into the mineral-rich
hills of the Hocking River YValley

MAYOR BULL WAS a Pemocral; his
support included both Germans and the
Irizh The parly would be disrupted by
&thnic factionalism when strong personal-
ities. Charles Engelke and  Harpey
MoCabe, competed head-on for police
authorily

Also, during Mayor Bull's administra-
tion, Billy Naghten was elected president
of City Council on the 1851h hallot. Jacah
Reinhard of the South Side led oppasition
i Maghten during the marathon ballaot-
ing. Naghten, a rallroader, was o leader in
&1, Patrick's parish

FROM MAGHTEN-ST inamed for the
councilman} to Main-s1 High-st was paved
in 18687 with the Nicholson patent,
meaning wonden blocks. In winter, sly
ones loosened 1he Blocks and carried
them homee for heating fuel

Im 1868 the City Hall was planned, and
honds were issued The Cliy Couneil met
in the new building's Chamber for the
first time March 25, 1872

Twenty-five police officers, uniformed
in hlue, supervised by the marshal, were
authoerized in 1868 Columbus historians
says Alexis Keeler was elected superin-
tendent of police in May 1869; Engelke
was marshal for the first time.

SAMUEL THOMPRON was the next
superintendent of police. Engelke was
given the title of Police Captain. In 1873
Mavor Bull started the present police

oo

lames G, Bull

system, under enabling state legislation:
in eqarly davs it was the “metropolitan”
syslem

M a ploneer family, Mayor Bull was
barn in 183 where Clintoniville iz today
Thomas Bull Jr., his grandfasther. a
soldier in the Revolutionary War, had
gettled there, The mayor's parents were
Alonsen and Hannah Buoll; his middle
initial stood fer Gilbrugh

Mavor Bull married Laurs Brelsford,
and their children were Richard, Harry
and Nanny. He was with Company F of
the 95th Ohie in the Civil War, commis-
sioped a lieulenant

Frank H. Peters of Lockbourne and
Thomas C. Péters of 58 5 Reminglon-rd
are great-nephews of Mayor Bull, and
Mrs Russell 0. Wagner of 1716 Forest-st
is their sister,

Mayor Bull lived at 156 E. Mound-st
laterat 180 M. Front =t He liked ceremon-
ial duties; to the ecity he welcomed, at
varkous times, President Andrew John-
som, Gen, US Grant and délegates
to o national seengerbund.



George W. Meeker

Twenty-first in a series of 44

George W, Meeker {1B33-1880, the 21st
mayvor of Columbus, ran the growing ciiy
in 1869 and 1B70. He was a lawyer and a
Democrat, and in later life was the long-
time secretary of the Democratic State
Central Commities

His sons, Clapde and G W Mesker.
beceme more famouws than was the
mayor. An investment broker, Clauwde
Meeker was a dynamic Columbus civic
leader and wealthy Bexlevite. His broth-
er was an industrialist, a promoter of
railroads and interurban lines. He owned
the Westerville fairground, also was one
of the owners of the land on which
Minerva Park was buill

HOWEYER, BY being elecied, Mayor
Meeker defeated banker Luther Donald-
son, (11 |5 worth a historical aside:
Donaldson did so much for the clty, 48 a
councilman and otherwise. that it iz
remarkable he never was mayor.j

While Meeker was mayor more than
4. MHl aeres of adjacent land was
annexed to the city. Franklinton was
brought inside the corporation, and so
was a disirict called Birmingham which
wag west of Goodale Park, Other expan-
sion was southward and eastward., Also,
the city bought & site at State and Pearl
streets for erection of a City Hall iwhich
Dopaldson directed from groundbreaking
in May 1869 until the building’s comple-
tionl.

CHARLES ENGELKE and Capt. Henry
Heinmiller became the heads of the
departments of police and fire while
Meeker was mayor. The three of them
might have been bovhosd chums becausse
Meeker was born on High-st opposite the
courthouse

Jozhua and Hannah Meeks were his
parents: — her malden pame had been
Van Brimmer. Joshua died when the
future mayor was a small boy.

1869-70

George W, Moekoer

Mayor Meeker studied at Ofterbein
College and & Buffalo, N. Y., business
srhool. He was a public-school teacher, a
bookkesper and served several terms as a
Justice of the peace. He became a lawyer
Just before he ran for mayor

He married Miss Harriet Hatch of
Westerville, and they lived at 284 E. Long-
L.

MAYOR MEEKER was faced with the
Sﬁlléﬂj'-l:ﬁl:lﬁmg" problem. The matter of

saloon regulation had come up before.
whether the side door of 3 saloon as well
a5 the front door should be locked on
Sumnday.

The problem persisted past 190,
raugsing Columbus mayors more headach-
es than did street car sirikes. Mayor
Meeker, deluged with petitions. ruled
such a decision should be made by &
palice commission that then exizted




John H. Heitmann

Tweniy-second (0 a series of 44

JohnH Heitmann { E841- 18545, the 22nd
mayor of Columbus, was among  the
loreign-barn Columbis residents com-
prising o fourth of the city’s population in
the 1870s He was born in Hanover,
Germany. ond came o Amerieas when he
Wik 2

Mavor Heilmann's two lerms 8%
"burgermeister” were in 1875, 1874, 1877
and 1878 he was first of the German
mayors {among other well-known Ger
mang elected later Fhilip H. Bruck and
George . Karh)

GERMANS OF the Fifth Ward elected
Emil Kiesewelter, a Civil War veteran. (o
City Council for two years during Heii-
rmann’s time g5 mayor, Kiesewetier later
became an polsianding business leader
qnd bank president

Mayor Heitmann cime (o Columbus to
feach In the German schools. and wie
principal of them for four years. He had
acquired cullure in Germany, next in
Cincinnati which, at the Ume, was a
German coltural center of America, The
Heltmann family lved at 141 E. Siate-si,
later at 6156 E. Rich-5l

LATER., HE becams a lpwyer, and
served in the Ohio Legislature. Durlog his
mavorship. Columbus had aggressive
agitation and rioling during the 1837
railroad strike. Idle railroaders sur-
rounded factories, urging workers 1o
walk-out and join them. Gov. Thomas L.
Young ordered out militia companies Lo
restore arder

A cleaner downtown area was a mijor
municipal drive during Mayor Heit-
miann's terms. High-st was paved a second
time; a composition of ceal tar, asphalt
and erushed stone was used. The comple
tion af the paving was celebrated on Sept
20 with josyful strect dancing at Gay and
High streets

1875-78

John H. Heitmann

There was similar paving on State and
Town sireets, Hegular sweeping of down-
town High-st iwith a horse-drawn device)
was started in 1877, About the same Hme
ilhe fire department opened a new 35
High-st engine house. A tunnel for horse
cars was dug under railroad tracks al
Union Station {the viaduet would come
mmuch later)

A BIG event in Capitol Square in early
March of 1877 was the leaving of Gov
Rutherford B. Hayes, having been elected
president, for the White House. Schiller
Park, then called City Park, was being
beautified; a lake was created while
Mayor Heitmann ran the city from his
City Hall oifice at State and Pearl streeis

[n 1875 the Ohio Prohibition Party held
4 convention in the Council Chamber,
picking candidates for state offices



Gilbert G. Collins

Twenty-third in a serites of 44

Gilbert . Collins: (1830-1885), 23rd
mavor of Columbus, injected the “re-
form” movement as a vote-getter into our
miunicipal politics, and, in one way or
ansther, it has been with us ever since

Mayor Colling, running the city in 187%
and 1880, had Scots-Irish ancestry. That
meant Lrermans took a back seat while he
was mayor. Soon Charles Engelke
learned he no longer was police chbef

HE WAS replaced by Stephen A,
Rhodes, who, in doe time, was replaced
by John W. Lingo. The fire department
was next; D D Tresenrider replaced
Chiefl Henry Heinmiller.

There was a rebellion of butchers
opergting in the public markethouse
iondonbtedly, most of them were Ger-
mant They wanted protéction in what
they considered a smituation of unfair
competition. They paid a city tax, and
outsiders didn't,

STREET IMPROVEMENTS continued
under Mayor Colling, and a new police
headquarters was built in 1879 at Town
and Scioto streets, It was 8 sguare
fortress, and had iz hack against the
Scioto River's edge, Cells were in the
cellar which ressmbled a dungeon.

Waomen were becoming increasingly
invelved in police arrests, and it was in
thal Town-snd-Scioto  bullding Mrs. Lu-
erotia Gibbons, police matron who lived
on nearby lde Terrace, began he e cornmpeia-
sionate intervention for unforiunate
women, In later years 3 house for fallen
women was established on 5. Seventh-#
impw Grant-avi

CITY HALL {on the Ohie Thestre site)
was bui seven years old — but il was
remodeled The Council Chamber, a largs
cavern, was improved acoustically. The
city had 11 wards in 1879, each electing
two men to Couneil

Both Mavor Collins and his (ather were

1879-80
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teachers. The mayor was born in Essex
County, N. J.. and his parents brought
him o the New Albany countryside when
he was § years old

Gilbert taught in Franklin County
schools from 1854 to 1859, then during the
Civil War worked in the office of the Ohio
adjutant general. In 1862 he became o
lawyer, later took over the law practice of
William Dennison Jr., former govermor,
when President Lineoln called Dennison
into his Cabinet

MAYOR COLLINS started serving the
city in 1873; in that year he was elected
solicitor (city attorney) for two vears.

After his ferm 8s mayor., Colling
developed real estate, MNorth  Side
subdivizions, in the main He also was
elected president of the Wassall Fire Clay
Co. that made sewer pipe and brick,




George S. Peters

Twenty-fourth in 2 series of 44

In the yearz 18B1 and 1882 Georpe 5
Peters, a Democrat and a lawver, was the
24th mayor of Columbus, his long career
involving two of America's better known
minarities despite the fact he was born
rurally, on & Pickaway County farm.

Rev. James Poindexter, black barber
and pastor of Second Baptist Church, was
a member-of City Council during Mavor
Peters' term, the minister and & whibe
man jodntly representing the Ninth Ward

LATER, PRESIDENT Grover Clevetand
appointed Peters, then ex-mayor, to a8
legal post in the Utah territory. Mormons
had founded Salt Lake City, and the bulk
of Mayor Pelers' legal experience oc-
curred there in cases against Mormons

While Mayor Peters was in office, John
Kilroy became Coluombos Waterworks
engineer, gnd remalned on that job a long
time. Another Irish name was Barney
MeiCabe; Mavor Peters had the experi-
enced MeCabe on his police commission,

THE TOTAL personnel of the police
department was 52, and in 1882 there was
a move to increase the number of night
policemen. In March a group of citizens
met in Waleutt's Mall and protested “a
prevalence of erime.™

In 1870 Columbus blacks tolalled 1847
in the city's population of 31274, those
figures are used because in that year
male blacks age 21 or older were entitled
io vote Ten years later Rev, Poindexter
was the first black elected to municipal
office

1881-82
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(HOWEVER, COLUMBUS history indi-
cates that Rev. Poindexter voted before
1870, registering each time az an Indian
He was s prominent citizen, a leader and
Poindexter YVillage is named {for him, He
lived at 41 N. Fourth-st)

Rev. Poindexter was a Republican
During his four years az a councilman, the
Ninth Ward representatives are listed: In
1880, Poindexter and M. A Jovee: in 1881
and 1882, Polndexter and J, F, Baldwin;
in 1883, Poindexter and James P. Pos-
ton. Rey. Poindexter also wasa memberofl
the board of education.




Charles C. Walcutt

Tweniy-fifth in a series of 44

Gen, Charles . Walcutt {1838-18588),
the Z5th mavoer of Columbis, mented his
military title, being one of the many
natural fighters the Civil War thrust inlo
lifetime prominence

Waleutt gave the 48th Ohio Regiment
brave and remarkedly good leadership
during the Hebellipn (he was 24 when he
became its colonell, especially in the
Atlanta region where there was much
gallantry.

WHEN MAYOR of Columbus (his years
were 1883, 1884, 1BAS and 1H86) Gen
Walcutt, on High-st, singlehandedly dis-
persed @ mob during & street-car strike

In a Kenifucky military Institute he
learned civil engineering and battle
tactics (he then was a Democrat and voted
in 1B60 for Stephen A, Douglas for
presidenti,. When the Civil War began
Walcutt was in Columbus and immediate-
Iy organized a military company of
‘downtowners,” the wildest bunch on
High-st. Walcuit intended to lead hiz men
into the Union Army immediately, but
William Dennison Jr., governor of Oheo,
turned down the company which was
called “Charley Waleuit’s Bummers.”
(Walcutt did get a commission, bypass-
ing the governor.)

A LONG-DELAYED but direct result of
thiz was a Republican split in Colurmbs,
Because, in post-war years Gen. Waleutl
was 8 Republican, and always he op-
posed anything that Dennison or Denni-
son’s friends favored,

Gen Waleutt served, He was warden of
(hio penitentiary. He was collector of
internal revenue, He was a member of

1883-86
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the Columbuz Board of Education He
promoted the Franklin County Fair

IN THE 18T0s he organized both the
Buckeye Baseball Club and the Columbus
Cadets, a military company for boys. He
and Mra. Waleull (Phoebe Neil) had three
SEHNE

The general and mavor was one of 16
children, the Walrutis living for decades
in the Town-st-High-sl area where they
aperated several enterprises including a
furniture factory, which a family member
zaid later, “specialized in uncomfortable
chairs.” Three of the general’s brothers
were artistz, another ran a High-st
LS e




Philip H. Bruck

Tweniy-zixth in & serdes of 44

Philip H Bruck (I845-1820) was the
26th mayor of Columbus, & musleally-
trained husinetsman of pronounced social
proclivities and adequate leadership for a
city mearing 100,000 in population

Mayor Bruck rehired Col, Henry Hiln-
miller as fire chief. John E. Murphy was
his chief of police. So, in the thinking of
Columbus Democrats, the city had a
balanced administration In 1887, 1888,
1888 and 1890, In being re<elected to his
sircond term, Mayor Bruck defeated Gen.
Charles C. Walcutt, his Republican prede-
CRSE0T,

EMERGING IN 1887 as a new council-
man of the Fifth Ward was 28-vear-old
George J. Karb, a druggist destined to
become an outstanding figure in Colum-
bus municipal history. He followed Bruck
#s mayor, later was sheriff,

The Arch City “promofion” was in its
incubation, High-st arches having been
erected for illumination from sidewalk to
sidewalk. Mavor Bruck was a leader in
German cultural societies (he helped pot
the bronze statue of the poet for Schiller
Park}. For 30 years Mavor Bruck sang in
the Maennerchor which his father, John
P, Bruck, helped found in 1B48 The
mayar's parents, from Bavaria, arrived
by canal, then setiled in the Main-st-
Front-st area,

BRUCK SE. was both cabinetmaker and
justice of the peace. Mayor Bruck
graduated in 1861 from the city's first
high scheol, then became s druggist. He
was in business (Braun & Bruck) until
elected mayor,

Mayor Bruck had married Mary Lenox,
and their home was 5t 9681 5. High-=t, the
house now a restsurant named the

1887-90
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Burgermeister Wein Haus: In 1878 Bruck
was fest conductor of an Thio saenger-
bund held here.

HE WAS gecretary of the Ohin Board of
Pharmacy, and a member of the Colum-
bus Board of Trade. He was a member of
the 133rd regiment of the Ohio Nationzl
Guard, Other elective offices that he held:
member of the Columbus Board of
Education, president of the Maennerchor,

; Mo Ohio legislation created police
Judges in major cities. =0 Mavor Bruck
was the last Columbus mayor to preside
in the daily magistrate's court. Following
his City Hall service, Mavor Bruck was
fleﬁ.ed. to two terms in the Ohio Legisia-
e




George J. Karb

Tweniy-zeventh in a series aof 44

George J. Karb (1858-1937) was the
27Tth mayor of Columbus in 18981, 1862,
1883 and 18684 — later, after having been
the elecied sheriff of Franklin County, he
returned to City Hall a= the World War |
mayor from 1812 through 1918,

Mavor Karb was a “magnetic” success
—that was the word used in the 18805 to
describe the personelity of the boy who
emirged from the Central Markel milieu
tg direct civie affairs. He was the third
German elected mayor of Columbus, and,
being the epitome of the burgermeister,
auishone the two others.

IN MAYOR Karb's favor in 1881 was the
newly-cresled Police Couri. Matthias
Martin, its first judge, handled jail
sentences, fines and other dispiriting
matters in the riverside police bullding at
Town and Sciolo streets

Meanwhile, in the uptown City Hall on
the (hio Theatre site. Mayor Karb delved
into the positive, progressive, puhblic-
pleasing and ceremonial aspect of ¢ity
leadership

HE HAD attended a business college,
then, at 27, he owned and operated a
Main-st drugstore, Later, he entered
banking and business. and for many years
was President Karb of the Central Ohio
il Co. He once had been a Columbus city
couincilman, and was a police commission-
ar.

Karb was tzll. openfaced, and had a
mustache when fashionable, He [avored
wing collars. long black coats, usually
with & Masonic emblem on a lapel He was
a fraternal *jolner.”

IT WAS zaid in his time that he was
everyone's mayor. He had a spontaneous
weleome for evervone he encountersd
“ood morning, Colonel '™ he shouted at
any man

Mayor Karb became a greeter, the cily
was prouds of his style, Marshal Joffre,
the French hero, was honored by a High-
st parsde, and Mayor Karb, on the

1891-94,
1912-19
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reviewing stand, spoke French in wel-
coming the marshal Before a crowd of
Welsh singers he once shouted “The HRed
Dragon to the Fore ™™ in Welsh. While
inspecting a Red Cross canteen in Union
Station the mayor broke into a popular
ditty, “Too Much Mustard", as he reached
the condiment pantry

ELECTRIC STREET cars came in
during Mayor Karb's first term, and the
street railway system continued to grow.
Columbus had 140 miles of street rallway
when Karb left City Hall in 1919, and, he
boasted, the cost of tickets had remained
at eight for 25 cents

He was borm st Main and Fourth
streets. His parents had come to Colum-
bus from MNurembprg, Germany, The
family later moved to 315 5. Bixth-si

He married Kate Van Dine. They lived
in the Southern Hotel next on Rich-st
and still later their home was on Bryden-
rd. It was his habit to call the cily “GEood
0ld Columbus Town,"




Cotton H. Allen

Twenty-eighth in & series of 44

Cotton H. Allen (1834-19000, the 28th
mavor of Columbus, came here to help
manage the Peter Hayden fortune, and,
four years after his arrival, the electorate
chope him to run city affairs, (oo

He was mayor in 1885 and 1896, a
Sound-Money Democrat running Colum-
bus government “like 5 business.” Mayor
Allen previously hod been in St Louls,
wiestern dispersal point fer the Hayden
line of manufactured iron fiftings for
horse saddlery and harness

THAT WAS the better-known line of
Hayden products. Iron in many shapes
and sizes came from the huge works and
foundry beside the Scloto River where
City Hall now is. (The office of Mayor
Adlen was on the Ohio Theatre site.)

Cast-iron building fronts, some imitat-
ing wond, stone or marble, were mada by
Haywden's works. Metal columns and other
members still can be seen, with the
Hayden mname, on older commercial
butldings in Columbis

THE BUILDING =t 20 E. Broad-st was
built by Peter Hayden in 1868, and
“Hayden-Clinton Bank™ still iz molded in
the terra cotts above its first-floor
windows. He had clay and mineral
enterprises at Haydenville and other
Hocking Valley points.

Mayor Allen, upon taking office, pro-
maoted Patrick Kelly, a born-in-Ireland
giergeant of detectives, to police chief. He
kept Henry Helnmiller as fire chief, and
new firehouses were bullt, Today Mayor
Allen's name remains on the stone
markers of No. 10 house on W, Broad-st

1895-96
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and MNo. 12 on Oak-st just east of Parsens-
av,

IN PORTRAITS, Mavor Allen looks as if
he was a prudent conservative — and it is
doubtful that the stripes of his necktie
were as bright as Yeteve Smith painted
them in an oil portrait for the City Hall

gallery.

Mayor Allen was born in Auburn, N. Y.
His parents died when he was 2 small bay,
and when he was 11 he started to work in
& cotton factory in Northhampton, Mazs,
He worked there four vears. His middle
initial stood for Hayden, and Peter
Havden was his uncle,



Samuel L. Black

Tweniy-ninth ln a series of 44

Samuel L. Black (1858-1928), the 28th =
mayor of Columbus, was a Democral. @
lawyer and a man of principle — and was.

elected to ne term. He ran Columbas as
mayor In 1887 and 1888, and was willing
“in inyvite" strong opposition early.

Mayor Black told intimates that a man §
named Conrad Born who said he repre- &

sented Columbus brewers, handed him a

st of men to appoint “T can’t do that,”
Mayor Black said,

BORN, ACCORDING to the mayor's
recollection, had a quick reply. "I you
don't take our slate you will be a one-term
mayor — wea'll defeat you next time,” wis
Born's gloomy promise.

“They did" — Judge Black liked to
recall, smilingly, years later because he
had become by then a distinguished
Judge; the lives of hundreds of bovs and
girls were straightened and strengthenad
by the understanding man.

Black became the Probate Juodge of
Franklin County in 18903, then five years
later under a new state law, aceording to
Osman O, Hooper, Columbus historian, he
specialized in a new Juvenile Court.

WOMEN AS well as men who neglected
or abused children feared Judge Black.
Judge Black, Hooper reported, was
“tough" on parents as he tried lo improve
children's plight.

Mrs. Black matched her husband as a
huymanitarian; she was active in health,
charity and welfare organizations. She
was a leader in the fight against tubereu-
losis.

JUDGE BLACK resumed the practice
aof law In 1917 when he retired from
Juvenile Court. He had been a lawyer
gince 18BA. At one time his firm was
Powell, Owen, Ricketts & Black. He
graduated from Ohle Wesleyan Universi-
iy in 1BB3.

While Judge Black was mayor Union
Station was completed, the municipal
electrie light plant and the West Side

1897-98
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levee were built, and the Franklinton
Centennial was held. In Bexley Camp
Bushnell was established for the mobili-
zation of Spanish-American War soldiers.

Felix Jacobs was Director of Public
Improvements for Mayor Black — under
Japobs plans for Griggs Dam were
completed, also he built the Jacobs
Conduif, the city's first souree of “zafe”
water.

THE COMDUIT i a long, underground
tunnel of porous brickwork In the Scioto
gravel, and it runs from the Light Plant to
a poinl west of the Waterworks. The Light
Plant still uses water from the Conduit.

Mayor Black's grandfather was another
Samuel Black, a native of Ireland. At
Kimbolton, 0., Mayor Black earned his
first dollar by splitting firewood for his
grandfather, When he was 10, his {family
movid to Cambridge. Dr. William Black
was Mayor Black's father.




Samuel J. Swartz

Thirtieth in a series of 44

Samuel J, Swartz, In 1899 and 1900
serving as Jth mayor of Columbus, was &
lawyer by profession, and & Republican in
politics. He was born on a Fairfield
County farm in 1859, and his father, Eli
Swartz. who had enlisted in the 46th Ohio
Valunteer Infantry, was killed In g Civil
War battle at Shilah, Tenn:, when Samuel
s years old.

The mayor-te-be altended both the
Pleasaniville Academy and the Falrfield
Union Academy iat North Berne) before
going to college in Delaware, 0. He was
an 1881 graduate of Ohlo Wesleyan
University, and became a lawyer séven
years later.

FOR FIVE years, as 8 Yyoung mam,
Mayor Swartz worked as a travelin
salesman — jn that time he develope
knowledge of Ohlo and talent for
leadership in politics. He organized the
Ohio Leapgue of Republican Clubs, and
was the league secretary.

Mol service was recognized by Gow,
Azn Bushnell in hiz appoiniment of
Swartz police judge of Columbus. In the
next election, Swartz was wvoted a full
term (three years) — and next step in a
subzequent election was secking the
office of mayor,

MAYOR SWARTZ was Columbus’ irst
Bepublican mayor sinpe Gen. C O
Walcutt's two terms. In the intervening 12
years Mayor Swarts’ predecessors, Bruck,
Karb, Allen and Black, had been Demo-
£rais,

By electing Swartz, Republicans
“furned the gang out of power” — that iz
& quote from the Jacob H. Darn biography
of Dr. Washington Gladden, clergyman-
counciliman. But Mayor Swariz’ two years
in old City Hall on the Ohio Theatre site
were furbulent. In the first year his
director of poblic safety was impeached
by City Council, graft being charged.

IN ALL. Mayor Swarlz had three
different men as safety Jirector. In the
second year another resigned when faced

1899-1900
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with a8 "“sensational revelation®™ Also
froms e Doarn book: The Christian
Citizéns' League, a new organization,
demanded sploons and theaters be cloged
on Sundays

“Slormy scenes” in the safety depart-
ment including the laving-off of police-
men who veled Demoecratic. Chiel Patrick
Kelly, on the force since 1877, was
“"busted™ to his old rank, sergeant of
detectives.

THE LAW-ENFORCEMENT line was
that "outsiders™ were brought into the
Police Department by the Swartz admin-
istration; this included hiring of J. M
Walcult as “superintendent”” of police.

Mayor Swartz returned to the practice
of law in 1801 when Democrats regained
control at Cliy Hall. In his early Columbaes
days Mayor Swarlz lived at 123 N,
Central-av, He later lived on the MNear
North Side



John N. Hinkle

Thirty-first in a series of 44

John N, Hinkle, 315t mayor of Colum

buz, was ne of the city's major surprises :

— & mnearly unheard-of MNorth Side
Demoeral whe ran the city in 1901 and
1802 after squeezing through two elec
tions early in 100)

Mayor Hinkle was a 47-year-old soap-
maker, and the most that could be said of
him politically at the time was thai he had
bBesn “active” in precinet work and had
coniributed money to the local Demaerat-
i organizetion. He was owner and
president of the Cactl Seap Co. of Buttles-
By,

THE CACTI WAS not a large soap
factory. Furthermore, Hinkle's main sup-
porter was Columbos Press-Post, a news-
paper remembered in 1975 by few.

In the campaign, Hinkle's first bid for
public ¢ffice, he promised Columbus “a
business administration,” and told voters
he would not “farm owt” privileges or
power, He later declared his campaipgn
lr.;:_tpl?nﬂs as $35, most of it for carrisge

ire

UN HINKLE, daily newspapers had
used two remarks constantly during the
campalgn: “Not well-known' and “he has
no of ganization.” He won in the primary
glection jon March 125 by 52 votes. Next,
on April 1 iwhat a day!l Hinkle won the
miayor’s seal by 388 voies. Feeling foolish
on April 2, when results were in, was a
newspaper that had been making pre-
election reflerences to Hinkle's apponent
iHenry C. Taylor) as *Mayor Taylor.”

Greal excitement stirred old City Hall
on the Ohie Theatre site immediateiy.
John J. Lentz, powerful Democrat, start-
ed to assemble a Cabinet. Owners of The
Press-Post, Mayor-elect Hinkle's “per-
sonal oFgan,” were omnipresent. Upshot
was that the in-comers talked Mayor
Samuel J Swariz into quitting a few days
cariy

The surprize was over. Mayvor Hinkle
sort of settled-in. A little more was
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learmed of him; he had come to Celum bus
from Union County when he was 34, His
home was al 1098 Highland-av

Mavor Hinkle wanted a street-car fare
of three cents, liked the idea of the city
generating its own electricity. and advo-
cafed that oll public-service utilities be
municipally owned and operated But,
accarding 1o comments made then, stra-
legic moves of the gas company, the Rail-
Light and phone companies tended {o
hallle Mavor HWinkle

MAYOR HINKLE fed a delegation to
consult Andrew Carnegie, steel magnate,
on Carnegie’s providing Columbus with a
public library. That occurred, and Mayor
Hinkle helped obtain a site for the
building {at the east end of State-st

With newspapers other than The Press-
Post Mayor Hinkle was secretive about
the seemingly public endeavor. The
mayor was intéerviewed often about it
because Carnegie’s philanthropy was a
national controversy




A Dibrary would be s suitable habitat
for most peaple, Mayvor Hinkle offered in
one interview — but declared he newver
had been in one. In giving irrelevant
replies to guestions, he said he wasa good
spapmaker, and 3 healthy one because he
danced often in the Elks Club.

A WOMAN reporter persisted in pin-
ning-down, trying to pin-down, the status
of negotiations with Carnegie. Mayor Hin-
kle Blandly recited his own biography —
thalt he had bkeen a traveling salesman,

e e —

aiso & teacher |six years), and thal, at one
time, he had studied medicine, That
remark led to his (Mayor Hinkla's)
intestines,

He iold her there was much fal among
and about hiz intestines, a salubrious
condition that kept him free of disease.
He said he was glad that he was of large
stature and corpulent, and sgain men-
tioned Elkz dancing az beneflcial.

Hinkle-st, on the South Side,
named for him.

wils

OTT sl coLENETS



DeWitt C. Badger 1906-07

Thirty-third in a series of 44

Judge DeWint C. Badger (1858-1928)
was the 33rd mayor of Columbus, direct-
ing city affairs through 1906 and 1907,
Earlier, he was a congressman Lhe same
length of time; much longer segments of
his career were in the practice of law amd
as & Common Pleas judge

Mayor Badger, while in City Hall, lived
at 1041 Hr{lden-rd Mrs. Badger's maiden
name had been Sidney Slaughter. Among
their children were Clinton and Minnie
He owned farm land in Madison County.
He once told an interviewer that his first
wages 025 cents a dayl were for stacking
siraw with a threshing crew. The mayor's
affinities were for hiz family, the law znd
the land

A Democrat, Mayor Badger was elected
in a landslide year for his party. His
duties as mayor ranged from the happy
occasion of dedicating the Carnegie
Library, at the east end of State-st, o
filing charges against three men compris-
ing the Columbus Board of Public Ser-
vice. Thal is remembered as a bribe
seandal connected with the paving of E
Broad-st

MAYOR BADGER was born in rural
Madison County, the son of the Bénjamin
Badgers (she was Marths Willoughby). He
attended local schools, then began teach-
ing in them when he was 17 He later
attomded Mt Upion College, in 1881
became & lawyer. In Central Ohio, themn,
ithe Comman Pleas Court comprised a
thpee-county district, and Mayor Badger
was tlected to it from Madison County
Later, he was moved to Columbus,

After serving 10 years, Judge Badger
jaccording to Osman C. Heoper, local
historian) resigned {rom Common Pleas
im 1903 to po to Washington, he having
been elected to Congress the previous
MNovembar.

L]
DeWitt C. Bodger

Hiz law firm was Badger & Ulrey.
When his term a&s mayor had ended, he
practiced law in 3 suite at & E. Broad-si.

BOTH MAYOR Badger and his prede-
cessor, Robert H. Jefirey, were among
speakers 81 dedication of the Library. The
marble structure had been started in
1903, compheted in 1906 The cost excoeed-
ed $200,000, the amount given to the city
by Andrew Carnegie, steel magnate

Mayor Badger, in sccepling |, re-
marked that Columbus as a8 city wasg
biercoming greater and better as each year
rolled by, citing the Library as visible
proaf. (Previously, there had been read-
ing roorms in City Hall on the Ohio
Theatre site.|



Robert H. Jeffrey

Thirty-second in a series of 44

"The name of Robert H. Jeffrey
(1873-1861) who was the 32nd mayor of
Columbus, has remained closely associat-
ed with another city, Bexley. His election
as mayor, also his tenure of office; almost
three years (1803, 1904 and 1805) were
unusal

Mayor Jeffroy, his home then at 71
Winner-av, was oldest son of a wealihy
manufaciurer and banker (Joseph A
Jeffrey): he had been ﬂ-eﬂdenl of the
Columbus Board of Trade before he wis
elected mayor st the age of 28. Amd the
way he was elected approached acclaim:

A NONPARTISAN Municipal Union,
seeking betterment, had sprung up toe
organize independent voters into a solid
blae, The Union indorsed 21 candidates —
11 in one party, 10 in another. For mayor
it backed Jeffrey, a Republican

It was said then that his margin of -

victory was biggest ever {or a Columbus
mayor-elect. The young millionalre-to-be
gave the office eclat, a style some might
equate with the Kennedy years in the
White House, Mayor Jeffrey attacked his
duties with vigor. His law enforcement
curbsed gambling.

THE OPEN-SALOON-ON-SUNDAY re-
mained foremost among “evils” listed by
church-orientied pressure groups, and, in
time, 8 new civic-bellerment group
emerged and charged that Mayor Jeffrey
wis “slow” toward that expected crack-
dawn

An expert on  1800-1820 Coluwmbus
government has called the Jeffrey admin-
istration “progressive and honest.” The
progress, howewver, was gualified as
“gradual " After three years of pressures
Mayor Jeffrey chose nol fo zeek re-
election, and the mayor's office reverted
to the Democrats,

MAYOR JEFFREY grew up in the
Town-st-Washington-av area, He was a
graduste of Williams College, and when
¥ glarted to work in the chain shop of
Jeffrey Manufactring Co., which his
father had founded to produce mining
machinery.

In 1891 h# became assistant general
manager, and, when elected mayoer, was a
Jeffrey vice president. Columbus then
had a population of 160K, “We tried to

1903-05

A e H 2

visuallze what Columbus could become.”
Jefirey said, latéer in his life, when
reminiscing, “We set about to provide a
foundation for that development " And he
added: S0 many things needed to be
dane."”

A WATER supply was a prime concern;
the dam now named Griggs was under-
way. The building of the Center of
Seience amnd Industry at 280 E. Broad-st
was started during the Jeffrey term (for
decades it was Memorial Hall)

Mayor Jeffrey, as were his predeces
sors, was elected for two years — bul the
Legislature changed Ohio election times,
and that change extended the Jelfrey
tenure beyond two vears

ALL IN all, his being Columbus mayor
became just an interfudé in his life, In
comparison to long-time main endeavors
which included running the factory,
managing Investmeniz, helping shape
Bexley into the city it is today,

He became general manager of Jeffrey
Manufacturing in 1807, also was planning
his estate between Alum Creek and N
Parkview-av, In 15941 he gave that home
ikpown npow =25 Jeffrey Mansion} Lo
Bexley: he then was chairman of the
board of Jeffrey Manufacturing.




Charles Anson Bond 1908-09

Thirty-fourth in a series of 44

Charles Anson Hond (1B73-1843) was
the 3dih mayor of Columbuz, his term

covering 1808 and 1M He was a
hondsome, energetic Ohioan, born in
Findlay, a man of bath wision and

aecomplishment A Bexley relative re-
called that the retail stores of "'Uncle
Apson,' Bond Clothes, were in 25 cilies in
1828 when he sold the chain. A super-
salesman in a Rolls Rovee—another
relative’s desceription—who made and lost
three fortunes. If Columbus could have
kepl Mayvor Bond to work on it problems!

Mayor Bond, 34 years old at the time,
staled in his only political campaign
here, that he would be a mayor “of all the
people.” There were billboard warnings
“Don't e [ooled by [alze tssues' The
clothing merchan! promised that as
mayoer e would “work for a broader and
bigger Columbus” Mavor Bond was
backed by the Liberal Leagus as well as
the Republican organizabion

IT THEN was realized that Columbus
wias headed for greater destiny. Planning
had been started for @ metropoels, Water
and sewerage needs of the future seemed
pigantic. Much of Mayer Bond's time
was corsumed by planning as the oy
grew  toward the 1910 population of
1h1,511

He lived at 44 Wilson-av when mayor
His firs! retall location had been gl 237 5
High-s1 By 1908 th¢ Bond store was al
Gay-st and High, and the mayor was
president of C. A. Bond & Co. His name,
Bond Clothes, still & at 43 N, High — bot
the store is emply

Ax A Clevelander, Bond lived in the
biggest mansion on Lake Shore-dr, the
house overlooking where Rocky HRiver
enters Lake Erie. In due time, he bought
1% weekly newspapers in Ohio, said Jack
Morehouse, a nephew, and had hesdquar-
ters for them hero.

Bond later lived in New England. also
owned a pecan plantation near Copdele,
Ga. Hiz promotions included super free-
wiys [or over-the-road trucks only ithe

Charles Anson Bond

Pennsylvania Turnpike followed) and the
former Columbus mayor was planning a
chain of hotels along the Atlantie Caodst
lang before Holiday Inns came.

A MAN who knew Bond well gave him
this compliment: “'[ try te avoid him; he
elways sells me something."”

His final home was a historle Warren-
tan, Vo, estate near Washington D. C, He
is buried in Green Lawn Cemetery, as are
boih of his wives, Their maiden namss
were Blanche Hull and Lelia Keys. Mayor
Bond's parents were David W, and Loulsa
Krone Hond

GERARD BOND of Cleveland and Fi
Lauvderdale is Mayor Bond's son. Gerard’s
gister is Mrs. W. C. Calhoun of Sumner,
Md. Ansen Jf, another zon, went o
Hollywond & long time ago to make
movies, and today his whereabouts is a
mystery to local relatives.

Mayor Bopd's nieces of the Columbas
areaare Mrs. Richard T. Rector, Mrs, Ray
Lettler and Mrs, Herbert Price,




George S. Marshall

Thirty-fifth in a series of 44

George 5 Marshall (18688-1858) was
the 35th mayor of Columbus, and in his
single term during 1910 and 1911 Mayor
Marshall shook up the city (population
181,008 more than any other person ever
did.

The vigorous lawyer carried the Ra-
publican ticket with him in a “reform”
landslide The party's glee club zang: “Let
George Do It 1" and The Columbus Citizen
called his big-margin victory “a rebuke to
machine politles. ™

DATLY NEWSPAPERS, in congratulat-
ing Mayor-elect Marshall, apparently did
not expect him to be all he turned out to
be. Previously reform had been advocat-
ed but gradually achioved.

Municipal ownership of utilities,
smoke abatement, elimination of over-
head wires, taxes on interurban rail lines,
elimination of long-tolerated wice dis-
tricts were amang Marshsll's alms, accor-
ding to Oaman C. Hooper, Columbas
historian

IN HIS second year, Mayor Marshall
reported o City Couoncil that civic
betterment had been achieved: Cleaner
sireets and alleys, closing of the Seventh-
st vice area, effective enforcement of Sun-
day and midnight cloging ordinances for
saloons,

“Mo administration could undertake
so much without treading on corns,”
Hooper commented. ““The program was
nithing short of revolutionary.”

MAYOR MARSHALL, allled with cul-
tural and religious organizations, wanted
to continue as a reform mayor. Buot
Democrats brought back Mayor George J,
Karb who nudged out Marshall, then
returned the cily to cosiomary “easy"
Ways, |

Marshall first entered Columbus gov-
ernmeant in 1858 45 a councilman from the
(5L campuos area He soon discovered-(he
wrole later}) that “brewers and other
liquor interests and the public-servies
corporations cdominated the life of the
city . . . the spoils system ruled most
everywhere ™

Failure of Mayor Marshall’s re-elec-
tion bid was aseribed Lo combined factors
— the Karb charisma, the Marshall
reforms, also a street-car sirike in 1810
Troops were in the city to iry Lo preserve
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arder, and that undoubtedly cost Mayor
Marshall votes.

MAYOR MARSHALL, ane of seven
children, was born four miles southwest
of Corning. He was a rural teacher before
getting two (his State University de-
grees, He passed the bar in 1886, Three
years later Marshall became an azzistant
city attorney, He was elected rity
atborney later, and held the position
during the administrations of both Mayor
Badger and Mayor Bond,

Mawor Marshail's first home in Colum-
bus was at Neil and Ninth avenues. When
elected mayor he lved at 217 W. 11th-av.
The Marshall home later was at 221
Oakland Park-av, Mrz. Marshall’s maiden
name was Alice Badgley; the family was
long affilisled with North Broadway
United Methodist Church,

COMMON PLEAS Judge George B.
Marshall is Mayor Marshall's son. Judge
Marshall's sisters are Mrs. Richard W.
Gordon of 800 Glenmoni-av, Mrs, Leh-
man U. Hollinger of Wooster and Mrs.
Edward V., Greafl of Plitsburgh

Mayor Marshall, upon leaving City
Hall, practiced law here for 34 years
Following his retirement in 1946 he wrote
& book, “The History of Music in Colum-
bus, Ohio."



James J. Thomas 1920—31

Thirty-sixth In & series of 44

dames 0. Thomas, the 38th mayor of
Columbus, served  the city well for 12
years, a lonper uninterrupted tenure than
any other mayor before or since. He
servid three consecutive four-vear terms.

He was inaugurated Jam, 1, 1920, and
apparently turned out to be just what the
city, weary from World War One and In
the economic doldrums following the
war, needed Mayor Thomas ushered in
an erg of quiei city building and develop-
ment, induding a new City Hall and
Central Palice Station and the beginnings
af Port Colum bus

DESPITE THE depressed economy, Lhe
early twenties were marked by general
aptimism . Opha Moore in his “History of
Franklin County,” describes the prevail-
ing atmosphere of the times. Franklin
County suffered rather less than the
average US. community, he wrote.

A wide diversity of comparatively small
industries and the presence of state
government with necessarily large local
expenditures tended to eaze an ofherwise
distressing condition, Moeore wrole. He
noled another major fector

“IN ADINTION, we have witnessed an
cnormous diversion of capital and ex-
penditure: {rom usual channels to the
automohile Indusiey and the purchase of
cars necessary to pul the entire country
on wheels. Incidentally, some billions of
dollars have been required from  the
taxpayers to build the reads on which 1o
wirar ¢ut the automobiles purchased and
keep the manufaciurers busy making new
and more expensive ones.

Such was the scene when Thomas took
over @s mayor. He operated guietiy.
shunning controversy where possible but
moving steadily ahead. The old City Hall,
which stood where the Ohis Theater now
stands on K. Btate-st burned during
Thomas' second year as mayor

CITY GOVERNMENT was [orced io
find quarters around the cliy where space
was avatlable. The mayer moved into the
public library as he laid the corner stone
for 8 mew Cily Hall which was apened
seven years later in 1828,

Thomias defeated Gearge J. Karb for his
first term as mayar in the Movember,
1918 election—first election in which

James 1. Thomas
wikmén voled. He promised relief from
traffic congestion, a city planning group
and additional recreational fecilities.

THOMAS WAS born 81 Wrexham in
[enbyshire, North Wales, in 18068, He was
brought to the United BStates by his
parents when he was one year old

As u teenager he sold newspapers at
Broad and High streets, then worked in
maching shops amnd factories. Later he
became a messenger for the old United
States Express Co. and worked his way up
to agent in charge of the Columbus
chestriect

HE WAS OXNLY 29 yearz old when
elected to his first public office—Colum-
bus City Council. He served two terms
and was Council president during the Last
(L]

The idea of a civic center for downtawn
Columbus was advcated by Mayor Thom-
s Firsi of many bulldings he envigsioned
a5 part of the civie complex was Central
High School, with the new City Hall and
plice headquariers and new state office
bnildings to follow.

DURING THOMAS® long incumbency,
the city eleciric light plant was greatly
impraved, one great intercepting sewer
wik Bullt and the entire sewer sysltem
extended and made more serviceable,

He was a Hepublican, 2 Mason and
member of the Knights of Pythias
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Henry William Worley 1932.35

Thirty-seventh in a series of 4

Henry William Waorley, a native of
England who was brought to America by
his parenis when he was 7 years old,
topped & career of public service (o
Columbus by winning election as the
cily's 3Tth mayor in 18332

Politically he was a liberal Pemocral
and embraced the MNew Deal philosophy
when it came inio ascendancy with the
election of Franklin Delane Boosevell as
president. He served for 10 years on City
Council before running for mayor, His 14
years of service on council and as mayor
were marked with frequent battles with
the utillties over rabes.

WORLEY WAS born in Ballersea, a
suburb of London, April 8, 1877 He camoe
with his fambly to Mew York in 1884 and
lived there until the Spanish-American
War broke out, Affter military service
during ihe war, he came to Columbus to
make his home.

He learned carpentry as a vouth amd
became active in the labor union move-
ment. Throughoul his political career he
espoused the causes of the working elazs.
Elected to his first term in City Couneil in
1422 ke led o fight [or low gas rates and
supporters claim hiz efforis were largely
responsible for savings to gas consumers
estimated ns high as $10 million.

IN THE HARD times of the recession,
he was the first mayor to establish cash
relbiel. Through his efforts Columbus took
advantage of New Deal programs, Among
them was a huge Public Works Adminis-
tration program in the city.

A F1 million city light plant expansion
brought him into conflict with the ullli-
ties. His pppanents went to court to obtain
injunctions, but he managed Lo Increase
the earnings of the municipal light plant
some 350,000 5 year and used the lunds
1o cut tpxes.

HE CLASHED with the elecirie utility
again over proposed hikes in street car
fares.. Worley charged that he was
threatensd with political extinetion if hs
did not go aleng with a streel car fare
boost of at least two cents.
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He also charged that he was promised
support for mayer i he'd “listem Lo
reason’ on @ streel car fare hike. In
council, he served on the Utilities Com-
mittes. As president of council. hi put
through a resolution pledging council to
fight against any streel car fare increase
not arrived at by the franchise route. He
fought for a five-vear franchize with a
flexible car fare balanced by reducing
domestic residentlal electric ratos

WHEN HE WAS in City Hall both as
councilman and miayor, there were [ew
dull moments. In 1928 he was on &
commities which probed charges of
drinking, immorality and bootlegging in
City Hall

Worley lived at 2288 Indianola-av and
owmned an organ factory at 684 E. First-av,
He built and installed church organs,
some of them still in use. He also built
homes,




Myron B. Gessaman 1936-39

Thirty-eighth in g series of 44

Myron B, Gessaman, the 3Bth mayor of
Columbug, served inoa difficult era for
Cily  movernments gl-!m'r:lll'_n.'—ihq: late
depression vears. He was mayor from
1636 through 18345 when he lost a ad for
a second lérm in oa bilter and highly
conkroviersial campaign

He was barmin Youngstown, O, Chet. 15,
1894, son of George [ and Frances L
Cressarman. Al crucial 1imes in his lile, he
has been able to turn apparent defeat into
victary and go on te higher things. In
1921, be came 1o Columbus because he
lost out on @ job offer

WITHIN A YEAR, he was an assistani
Columbns eity attorney, Thirteen years
later he was mayor of Columbuos. Defest-
ed for a second term, he bounced back to
bhecome a judge of the Franklin County
Commonn Pleas Court, where he served
[or more than 30 years

Judge Gessaman's experience was
broad He won g bachelor's degree from
Western Heserve LUniversity and  had
entersd law school when the United
States eotered World War One He jeined
the U 5 Army Ambualance Service and
servied g oan ambulance dreiver in [aly,
carrying the wounded of 5t Mihiel and
the Meuse-Argonne battles (o hoapitals.

AFTER THE armistice e remained for
evacuation duty then served in Germany
with the Army of Occupation Back in
{hio, he pursued the study of law and was
admitied to the bar in 1815,

From 1923-28 he was an assistanl city
attorney, an assistant Franklin County
progecutor from 1828 to 2931, then ran
for the Ol Howse of Represeniatlves
anid served in the General Assembly from
1933 to 1835 He was majority floor
leader for the Republican majority in
15 He went on o serve four years as
mayar and was elected to the Common
Pleas bench in 1843, Thus, his experience
coverad all theee branches of government

—administrative, judicial and legislative

Myran B, Gessaman

AR MAYDH, Gessaman instifuled &
program af strict traffie regulation and
Lawe enforcemient. In 19368 the death toll
from traffic aecidentz dropped by 58 and
ihe number of injuries by 1,141

Gambling, particalariy the so-callad
“numbers rackel, " was rampant through-
out the United States during the depres-
<ion vears, Columibus did nol escaps (his
national craze. Gambling became  the
hatiest i=swe in the 18389 campaign Foes
charged gamhbling Mourkshed under May-
or Gessaman. He replied with [gures
showing that dorimg his administration
gambling arrests by city police increased
nearly tendold as the city waged a
relentless war against the gamblers, In
1038, 4,752 arrests were made for pam-
ing

During his administration, the ciiy's
bonded imdebtedness was cul about in
half, alihough the city had the lowesi tox
rate of guy of Ohic's seven fargest cities
Despite chronic fund  shortages 1hat
plagued .5 cities during the depression,
progress was made toward Improving
sewirs. waler Lines '|:.]:_-|_l.'gr-::-|_||1r|:-; fiwil
parks.



Floyd F. Green

Thirty-ninth in a series of 44

Floyd F. Green, the ¥th mayor of
Lolumbus, prosided over ihe eliy during
the years of World War 11

Lise of the word calorful 1o describa
puldic figures, especially political figures,
has become trite bul there certainty was
nothing drab and colorless abowl the
cily's 38th mayor. Hamfspme and person-
able, he is remembered for the aggressive
political battles e waged and the way he
foughi back againsi political foes whao
charged he was soft on gambling and
failed (o live up to campaign promises

CITIES ACROSS the npation were on
netoriously short ratbens during World
War IT and Columbus was no exception. In
ane campaign Green coined the slogan,
el oul of the red with Green "

The fact that Green genuinely liked
people  proved s political sssel An
uni=uwal way of shaking hands to COnvey
yEnuine warmth became a (rade mark of
hiks campaigning siyle. The laie Michael
“Mike” Desmond, politbeal réporier for
the old Columbus Citizen dubbed it a
“double-harreled handshake ™

SSIMPLE BUT effective,” Desrmond
wrote  “'Grasp siranger’s right  hand
firmly with your right hapd Grasp
sirangers right elbow or forearm with
your lefl hand  Stir wvigorously. Serve
warm o everyome yoo meel

He was born on Denmead-av in Colum-
bus, son of a raileoader, worked his way
ihrough school and business college
selling mewspapers and clothing, tried his
hiend at being a railroad clerk for awhile,
joined Seibert and Milburn Co. and
Kilbourne amd Jacabs Manufaciuring Co,
@ salesman and served as distbict
manager for the Southwestern Portland
Cement Co. He gravitated to politics awd
=eryad on City Council from 1927 to 1831

COLUMBLUS HAD become known as an
“opeEn cly” in the lote 1835, with
gambling and vice flourishing. Gambling
was the major issue in the campaign of
1938 which saw Green and amdher
Ropublican, Myron B Gessaman, piited
againel each other in @ hectic batile
Green used the issue effectively but
himeelf became the targel of crilics when
he became mayor early in 18440

Leaders of the Franklin County Minis-
terial Assorigtion oonfronted him In an
apen meeting with charges that gambling
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had gone from bad o worse under his
adminisiration end demanded a relent-
liss caly drive agalnsg-it

GREEN REPLIED by appesling e the
ministers o help him educate the people
uf Columbus against gambling

"We'll levy the fines and you tell vour
peogle not 1o gamble,” Green told the
minslErs

He pointed io church-affiliated proups
and their bingo games and warned that
when gambling went it would all have to
go, Hundreds of thousands of dolflars
annually were being collected in fines for
gambling and helped the city in its
finnncial plight

A RESING young polltical star eclipsed
Green's: career. He ran for reelection
alter the war-time ferm and was defeated
by another Republican, James A. Rhodes,
ihe city auditor who now is governnre of
Oihia, Green tried again for mayor in 1047
but loat the primary. Refusing 1o admit
difeat be ran as an insurgent Republican
and won & place an the ballod, but went
down Lo defeat when the full power of ths
eounty GOP machine was placed behind
Rhusles

Death came unexpectodly for Green
He collapssd and died of 3 cerchral
hemmaorhage in o Newark restaurant Jan
12, 1852 He was 52,



James A. Rhodes

Fortieth in a series of 44

James Allen Rhodes, Columbus® 40th
mayer, 15 classie true life example of the
uld Horatio Alger stories

He was born into poverty at Coalton, O
Sepi, 13, 1909 Hisfather was a coal miner
ata time in history when mining coal was
at the bottom of the ecomomic lndder
Rhodes® father died when he was eight
yvears obd, leaving him as “ihe man of the
family"” to help his mother rear two
giglers

DETERMIMNATION, native Intellipence
and hard work carried Jim Rhodes (o the
pinnacle of politics in Ohio. He now sits in
the governor's seal for the second time.

The mayor's =eal was the apex of
peeliticil achievement for most Columbus
mayors. To Rhodes, it was 4 step an the
way up. A5 & young man, he chose politics
a5 o career and worked his way up from
the ranks in the Republican Party

ALTHOLUGH I'T seemed apparent early
in hiz political caresr thal he wias
destined for greater offices, Rhodes never
stinted any of the lesser posts he held

His boyhood was a struggle for econom-
e survival and he worked at selling
newspapers as an erramd boy and §t any-
thing he could pick up te help his mother
while attending elemeniary school Tha
family moved (o Springfield, where he
attended high schosl The family pinched
pennies to help him enroll in Fhie State
Liniversity

RHODES BECAME interested in poli
tiex during the depression when the
Republican Party was (loundering
after the difeal of Herbert Hoover and
agdvent of the MNew Deal. He woan his first
eleciion victory ai 25, becoming commit-
teeman of Columbus' 160 Ward

Revlected commitieemsan in 1836 he
worn a seal on the Columbus Board of
Education a year later. In 15939 he
defeated T Bleine Holloway, a veteran
Demoeratic campaigner, for Columbas
rily auditor. He was reslected two years
Listeer, & o 1

HE CAMPAIGNED for mayor in T8
when e was 33 wears old. His platform
was good government, restoration  of
abandened city serviees and a return o

1944-52

James A, Rhedes

solvency for a city almost $4 millios i the
red. Given only on outside chapeg of
defeating incumbeni Flayd F. Green, he
won by a 210 I margin in the primary snd
went on to defeat the late Sheriff Jacob E
Sandusky 41.000 to 28,000 in the general
election, At 34, he was the youngest
mayar of a major United Stales city

He prompily carried oul campalgn
promises, Rhodes cracked down on crime
and gambling, put the cily an & pay as go
basis and wiped oul the debts, expanded
police and fire depariments and set up a
waleh dog system on expoendifures

I3 1847, he won reclection- -fiFst mayor
to do g in 20 years. Much of his effort was
promoting Columbus as o good place o
live and work

A major achievement of his second
term as mayor waz approval by the voters
of a one half of 1 per cent cily ineome
tax

Mayor Bhodes was reelected to a third

ierm, then almost immediately started &
statewide campaign for the pozsition of
auditor of hic, Ohlo volers acoepled
him, 50 Mayar Rhodes did not serve thrise
full terms in City Hall




Robert T. Oestreicher

Forty-first in & series of 44

Robert Theedore Ulestreicher, the 41st
maxor of Columbus. was primarily o
businesgman Hiz nteresi fn the oivie
wislLare of s community led him o the
avocation of politics,

He was hiorn Feb 2B, 1894, in Nelson
wille, O First-horn of William and Cather
L Clesteeacher, and moved (o Columbus
with his family while s1ill 8 pre-schooler
His father was born in Colusm b

EARLY 1IN LIFE BEabsr! was Taseamatog
bw the npew horseless carrseges A:s @
teenager, he wont to work at the Howe
Votor Coo Tirst Ford dealer in Calum bies
lercated on 5 Fourth-51 near Fullon-st

He nttended 510 Mary's School in
e PR AT '|.'|I|:|;-:'I' where 1he family lived
Haevomd that, he was largely self-edueat-
ed He completed mail order courses in
pulomative mRiflenanee and olher sub
JeEcts. He spent s life an the automobile
business. He was associated with the K. J
Miller Co., Main and Third streets, later
Miller-Van Dorn. and later formmed
parimership with the Lie Steve Fanley
e formed his own !'.Inn:rgel-E'I}'mn:nﬂI:h
dealershop ot 447 E Muin-st after World
War 11

1™ HIS MID-20's he became interesied
i the Socoth Side: Civie  Assoeiation
serving as its president. Thai led dn
running For Columbuz Cily Council. He
whits president of Council when the then
Mayar James A Hhodes was elected state
auditor and . succeeded to the office of
mayor. He was defeated in the following
election by M. E. Sensenbrenner in & elose
election Fewer than 400 votes separated
the twa, abowl ome vole per poecinct
Chestreiclers heallh was failing at the
timie, amd he was unable o conduet a
VIEDTOUE cAmMpalgn

He servedd 11 months as mayor

A omen, Boberd G Destrescher, wes the
first Columbus airman in World War 11 (o
win the Distinguished Service Cross for
action in the Battle of the Coral Sea. His
Niest wiibe, Arlime, diod in F938. Their som,
Rohert, has been associated with Beech
Aireraft Co., in Wichita, Kan., for a
number of years

HIS SECOND wife, Jane, lives al 287

1953

Robert T. Oestreicher

(aenrcesville-rd. They had two children
Michael and Lynne. Fred Destrescher, the
publicisi, of 47 W Tulane. is.a broihier b
fhe late mayoer, who died in February of
1955 2t the age of 60

Twring his public service he deovoted
muech Uime snd energy to expansion of
wirporl Tacilities and health services. One
of his ideas was an early forerunner of
today’s recreatienal vehicles. In the carly
205 he built 8 vehicle he called a Kamp
ilar

IT WAS MOUNTED on g Ford one and
o hadf tom truck chassis and had many of
tnday's cumper Teatures, including upper
and lower Pullman berths, built-in sink
amd stove, clothes closets and cabinets. He
tonk his Tamily on an adventurous trip to
narthern Michigan in 1824 in the Kamp
Car

Oesireicher spenl mich time al the
old Columbes: Driving Park at E. Living
stom-av and Kelton-ay  watching such
dare-devils as Eddie Rickenbacker, Bar-
ney Oldfield and Louis Chevrolet in their
Bi-mile-an-hour feals. When the park
became 8 real estate development in the
mid-2is. Oestrecher was one of its first
homeowners. He lived at %21 Keltop-av at
Syeamore-st, later maving o Eastmoor



M.E. Sensenbrenner

Forty-second in & series of 44

"r1;ty1|.:|1'|1 Edward lackl Sensenbren-
ner carved g ounigue niche 0 Colum bog
history as its 42nd mayor

He served 14 years, lenger than any
other mayor, with one four-year interrup-
lion. Hi= program of annexing (ereitory
mare than tripled the city’s size, making
" |',|I:'l.mf against the suburban t.t:rangu.la-
tion that has hampered development of 50
many American meiropcelitan cilies. He
brought fame to Columbus as (he All-
American City

HE SUCCESSFULLY set the city on ks
wiy to becoming o gréeal American
metropalis and a Favored place o work
and five

Through i1l all. he was probably closer
lp the people as a personality than any
nlher muvar - ganing the same kind of
alfection as Fiorells La Guoardis won from
Now Yaorkers earlier

HE WAS BOREN in Circleville, U Sepl
18, 1802, ane of twin sons born ke Ed
Sengenbrenner, the town's jeweler,
walrhmaker and Edison phonograph
dealer, and Anneg Lama Sensenbrenner

viver saftending Circleville High
School e wepl o California where he
wiorked for the Las Angeles Times and
bsld other jobs. dack recalls that during
the depression, he stood in leng lines with
thouspnds of other unemploved men
wiiting for labering jobs af $2 a day. He
relurned to (Ohio in the mid-ihirties,
working as a saleamansfor the state, and
fhen going into business for himself

(VER THE years. his work with the
Moy Seouts and other youlh movemenis
and his wide range of church activitkes
including teaching of the ecity's largest
sunday Schooal class, brought him into
rontict with thousznds of people Theza
coniicts led him to enter politics and win
the mayor’s office in a lLively 1853
campaign. He took office for a two-year
ameEEpired ferm o 19584 and served until
the end of 1858, losing the office lo
fafston Wesilake. He came back 1o win it
again four vears fater and served two
terms

Sensenhrenner's era brought & series
of zolid achievements fo his cily, Parks
and recreation aress and facilities were

1954-59,
1964-71

M. E. Sansenbrenner

preatly expanded He pdded more police
men o the safely department than in the
20 years preceding his incumbency  His
sdminstrations saw hefly ncreases in
public housing, particularly for “senor
citizens. He probably ressived more
awards than any other mayor. including
hest mayor in the country

BUT IT is in the realm of the spirit o
leadershig that he s bisst remembered
The term “spizzerinctum’ for the ultl
mate n got-up-and-go became @ house-
hold word. Everything great G him was
| yoamie T A West Side Tlood in 1859 cost
b Ehae election gnd foreed him te sit ou
a four-yeur term before a comeback

A story about This defeal Hlusirates
Sensenbrenner’s sense of humor, even
when the joke was on himselfl. The
Columbus Area Chamber of Commerce
apansared @ lraln trip aronnd ihe city
The tram passed Dry Bun Leses, which
had burst in 1958 and cost him the
election. The mayor leaned over the side
of the car and shook his fist at the strexm
angl lewvie

You dagpone, stinkin’ Little stredm
YVou cost me an election,” he guippesd Lo
thi delight of his fellow passengers



Ralston Westlake

Faorty-third in a series of 44

Floods played a fateful role in the life of
Columbus® 43rd mayoer - Wallace Ralston
Westlake,

Az an impressicnable child of six years,
he experienced the 1913 flood. And il
might be said that he rode into office as
mayoer on the crest of the 1858 flood
which ravaged much of the west side of
Columbus where he was born and has
spent his life. This flood resulied when
the Dry Run levee broke affer repeated
heavy rains and was penerally credited
with being 3 major factor in Westlake's
unseating of Maynard E. Sensenbrenner,
also 8 Columbus Hilltop resident at the
time. Westlake's father was 3 member of
City Council at the time of the 1813 flood,
representing the Hilllop area, and the
serions impact of floods on their victims
was brought home with great force upon
the little boy.

WESTLAKE WAS born in 1907 at 217
Highland-av and has lived all of his life on
the Hilliop, He married Helen Siegwald,
from the old German sectlon of southern
Columbus in 1933, and they now lve @l
3300 W Broad-st, in zemi-retirement. The
former mayor eontinues to operate his
fine glassware business from a studio
back of his home.

He inherlted his affinity for the glass
business and politics from hiz father,
Milton W. Westlake, & native of Bellaire,
0., who moved to Columbus 85 a young
man and served for many years as city
councilman and county commissioner

A LIFE LONG Republican, Ralston
Westlake was elected to Couned] In 1955
and began his term in 1856, Sensenbren-
ner was mayor during Westlake's term on
Council. The Democrat's ambilious an-
nexition program had run into some
opposition from people who complained
that the new areas of the city were notl
being provided with adequate city ser-
vices, particularly water and sewers. And
the 1858 flood provided Westlake with
the campaign issue he needed to unseal
the popular but controversial Sensen-
brenner,

1960-63

W. Ralsten Westloke

Among Westlake's campaign pledges
wore rebuilding the Dry Run lévee and
setting up & system to menitor it to guard
against [uture floods. and extension of
water and sewer serviees into some of the
recently annexed areas.

HE COUNTED some T miles of new
sewer maing and miles of new water lines
ameng majer accomplishmeants af his four
years in office_ plong with new recreation
and genior citizens centers, eleciric rate
reductions, street improvements, three
new parks and a long ramge park land
purchase program. A second sewage
dizpozal plant was started and the police
department brought up to full strergth
The German Village Commission which
regulated the restoration of an entire
soaction of the city was started during his
administration. He lost his bid for & sec-
ond term as Sensenbrenner rebounded
into office,

Vigorous and active al 88, he retains his
interest in politics, but “only as amn
phserver,”



Tom Moody

Lazt in a series of 44

Tom Moody, Columbuz’ 44th mayaer, ls
now in the final year of his firsl four-year
term as the cliy's chief executive.

He came to the office with an impres-
sive educational and experience back-
griound

THE 45-YEAR-OLD} mayor was born
and reared an the South Side, where he
attended the public schools. He received
the juris doctor degree from Capital
University, Franklin Law School, in 1888
after obtzining his LL.BE, from Franklin
University Law School in 1858, He
graduated summa cum laude from Ohio
State University College of Commerce
with a Bachelor of Science degree in 1954

He left private law practice to run
successfully for Franklin County Munici-
pal Court, serving two terms, end was
elected judge of the Franklin County
Commaon Pleas Coort in 1968,

HE SERVED ON City Council from
1HeEL to 1983 and waz 280k Ward Repuhbii.
can committeeman from 1958 to 1H63.

For two years he was a special agent of
the U, 5 Army Counter Intellipence
Corps. lectured at Franklin University
Law School from 1958 (o 1880 and at
Franklin Law School, Capital University,
from 1968 to 1870

MOODY BECALLS that he declded to
become a lawyver when he was eight years
old and never wavered in the resolve.
Election to the judgeship was the frosting
on this cake. He felt the judiciary was the
pinnacie of the legal profession and found
judgeship richly rewarding in prestige
and the regard of his fellow lawyers, He
ot a 98 per cent rating in the Columbos
Bar Association preference poll,

But he saw major changes shaping up in
sgciety and wanted to be more active In
the shaping. Judges pass on accomplished
facts, and he felt s compelling urge to
play a larger role in decizions before and
during the events that shape the future.

MOODY HAER NOT been disappointed
with the action role he chose. He feels he

Tom Moody

has been able to deal very well with some
of the problems the administration faced
and freely admits improvement is needed
in some areas. He feels the MMoody
administration has made definite pro-
gress In improving  the structure of
municipal government and its shility to
perform.

He views the solid wasie power plant
project now under way as a8 major
aohievement that will improve the quali-
ty of life in Columbus in the years ahead.
The plant will burn 75 per cent solld
wazte and 25 per cenl coal to pro-
duge electric power. This will zave land
that would have (o be used for landfill,
provide power for more streel Lighting,
salvage metals and other materials, save
irash collection and dispossl costs and
reduce the overall cost of government, in
his view

Many compiex problems face modern
municipalities, as he sees (L, butl basle to
them all iz that of how to effectively
utilize the community’s main resource, its
people, for their highest well-being and
achievement .
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