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A TREASURY OF EARLY FRANKLIN COUNTY HOMES
(An Introduction)

Franklin County was settled a little over one hundred and ffty
years ago. The pioncers erected cabins built out of logs notched at
the corners and chinked with davbing to close the crevices. After
living in the cabins for a few years the more prosperous began to
think about more commodious and substantial houses in which to
raise their families, These fine old homes are the real historical monu-

ments that te]]l much about the life of our pium:er ancestors,

Perhaps less than two hundred of these historic residences
survive; but they still keep a personal and appealing record of the
way the frontiersmen lived when our State was in its infancy. Here
are the mellow old farmhouses and ecarly village homes where Henry
Clay, Dansel Webster, William Henry Harrison, John Quincy Adams,
Joha Tyler, Martin Van Buren, and others wvisited; where men and
women of courage and vision dreamed and worked to bring about
the great commonwealth that is ours today.

The selecting and the photographing of these homes was ac-
complished only after careful research. The photographer in many
instances has waited for the right light, the right time of day, and in
most instances the right time of the year before the pictures were
taken.

It is hoped the reader will pain not oaly an insight into how
the early pioneers lived, but also a rich and fascinating picture of
architecture practiced in the midwest, and especially in Franklin

County, a century and more ago.
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THE LOCKBOURNE TAVERIN

The Lockbonurne Taverm—a renriey af the balcyon davs of the camal

This two-story brick house. erigmally and for many yrears a2
] ; ] |

tavern, 15 interesting for feveral reasons. One of the oldest houses
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in Lockbourne dunng the halcyon davs of the camal, it was the

rendervous of gambiurs, schemers and counterfeiters.

The village came into exstence n 1831, when it was land out
by Col. James Kilbourne as the agent of Joel Buttles, Demas Adams,
and others. The tavern was built soon alfter 1831 and almost imme-
diately became the center of activity n the village. The inscription on
the mame plate shove the door s illegible but from the best in-
terpretation that can be made the name is "Josiah Hiler” and the two
dates, one 5832 and the other "1852." These dates indicate that

Hiler was a Hebrew, (The Hebrew calendar was consulted. |

There are many Features about this old 1nn that are nteresting
and have remained unchenged through the yvears. The mine windows
tzang the front <ontain 12 srrall pares each. The name E'L-.::
contaiming the name and dates s of peculiar peometric design and
5 of white marble: The heavy cumberstome door jambs are of native
sandstone and a large slab of the same material forms: the step to

the front door. A large heavy mullstone, almost hidden by dirt

prass. lies mn fronl of the door slab



THE SHADEVILLE HOUSE

Stagecoaches from Columbns wsed to stop al the ofd Shadeville bonse,
Now cars specd by wnawware of s historic backgronmd.

In the village of Shadeville, on Route 23, south of Columbus,
stands a substantial stagecoach inn which was the first stop for stages
after leaving Colombus. Here horses were exchanged for fresh ones
for the next stage stop was Circleville. The house, embowered in
shrubbery and irees, has what must have been at one time, a fine
side portico; this can be seen in the picture. For a number of years
during the heyday of stage coach years, Jacob Reab was the genial
host and proprictor of the tavern, Spacious and roomy stables made
the stop there especially attractive to stage couch drivers.

It is constructed of brick and both the interior and exterior of
the building are today much the same as they were 100 years ago. It is
of immensé proportions, probably the largest inn in the State outside
of the larger cities during the period of its activity. Tavern keeping
en the stagecoach roads was very profitable in those days and the
Shadeville Inn had the additional advantage of being on the Ohio-
Erie Canal. Aa mwamense flour, gnst and saw mill was also located
at Shadeville and these brought in many customers of one kind or
anpther. The inn was built in 1850 and was first kept by Jonathan

Hibbs,



THE ALFRED KELLEY MANSION

The Alfred Kelley Mansion, still stamding on E. Broad 51., is an sutstending
cxample of Greek Revival architecture at jiy height.

The Alfred Kelley Mansion, completed in 1838, is located at
288 E. Broad street. When built and for many years afterwards, it
was the only house on a large lawn embracing all of the land between
Fitth street and Grant avenue on the north side of Broad street.

Mr. Abbott Cummings, Assistant Professor of Art and Aesthetics
at Antioch College, has recently completed extensive research work
on the Kelley home. Of the home's architectural merit he states:
"As the home of cne of Ohio’s fore-ranking statesmen and as a
superb example of Greek Revival architecture at its height, this house
cries alood for permanent care and preservation. The home is the
fnest and more heavily endowed with historical associations of any
private dwelling in the city and 1s likewise the only fine house of
its peried in Columbus to have survived to the present time.”

Few men contributed more to the future of Ohio than Alfred
Kelley in the period from 1830 to 1830. His major work was con-
nected with the development of canals, then of railroads. To
further the canal projects, he zbandoned (when he became Canal
Commissioner) a fne law practice and home in Cleveland, and
undertook all of the privations and dangers required by this great

L



THE ALFRED KELLEY MANSION

This vare pheotograph of the Kelley parlor taken in 1900 shaws the lowic
screent séparating dining room and parler. Furniture in the parlor,
all of the late 19th contury, was bought and wsed by Mr.
dand Mri. Alfred Kelley I, som and dawgbter-in-
law ef the builder.

project,. He headed companies that brought the fest railroads to
Columbus, served in the Ohio State Scnate, fathered a2 bill to in-
corporate the Stat¢ Bank of Ohio and other banking companies for
the purpose of improving currency and rendering the State finances
SECUTE,

When this fine home was erected, its materials were brought to
Columbus by water, and its location was ¢ast of the corporation line.

The Alfred Kelley Mansion as finished in the late 1830's ap-
pears to have had several charactenistics of plan which are in marked
contrast to the plan of the building as it stands today. Three major
periods of change and alteration can be clearly distinguished in
the structure itself. Unfortunately, however, those alterations which
date to the latter two phases have in some instances so thoroughly
eclipsed the changes of the peried preceding that our knowledge of
at least a portion of the original design must be based wholly upen
CoOmpecture.

Mr. Kelley occupied the old mansion until his death on Dec-
ember 2, 1859, by which date both of the rear ells had been added
to the origmal structure, The eastern most and shorter of the two
appears in an early rear view of the house taken from a panoramic
map of Columbus dabing 1830,



THE RAREY HOMESTEAD
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Only pictures now vemain of the Jobn Solomen Rarey bomestead. The
home of this great borse trainer was demolished a short (ime
ago o make room for a new Groveport school building.

John Solomon Rarey, noted horse trainer, before he was twelve
years old, had shown that he could coax wild colts in pasture to come
up to him and let him put halters on them. This gift of horsemanship
led him, in due time, to issuc a book of instroctions which he sold
at county fairs.

When thirty years of age, Rarey went to England and gave an
exhibition before Queen Victoria and the royal family at Windsor
Castle. Fame and fortune came to him almost overnight. The Queen
and Prince Consort headed 2 class of more than a thousand men
and women who paid ten guineas each for instructions. Rarey then
went to France, Sweden, Germany, Russia, Norway, Egypt, Turkey,
and Arabia, everywhere achieving the same uninterrupted success. He
returnced to the United States in 1860, bringing with him the English
tharoughbred stallion Cruiser, a notoriously vicious horse that had
never submitted to rule except by Rarey. When he landed in New
York he was reccived as a2 world figure and was acclaimed as such
in his tour of the country which followed.

In 1862 his health began to fail and he returned to Groveport,
building for his mother a spacious mansion, incorporating in it the
modest farm house in which he had been bom. It scon became one
of the most noted homes in Franklin County.
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ISAAC MINER HOMESTEAD

[saac Miner, builder of this bome, at one time enteriained Hemry Clay.

This fine old homestead was built by Isaac Miner in 1823 under
the supervision of Dr. Lincoln Goodale who lived in the vicinity at
the tume. It 1s located on an elevation not far from Greenlawn
Avenue and Jackson Pike,

The bricks used in the construction of this house were made in
Chillicothe and hauled to the site in wagons. The house originally
contained a second-story portico showing strongly the southern in-
fluence in the construction. This has been removed, The grounds
were covered with trees and immediately southeast of the house was
a fine SuUgar grove,

In his boyhood days Edwin M. Stanton was a frequent visitor
and he and John Miner attended Kenyon college together. Isnac
Miner was an ardent Whig and on onc occasion entertaiined Henry
Clay at this home, In the home, Isaac Miner raised a large family,
and for many years, until the children were grown, the place was
a center of activity and pleasure,

The famous "Miner Spring” or "White Sulphur Spring,” where
many picnics were held, was a feature of the farm.

3



THE ARCHIBALD SMITH HOMESTEAD
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The Archibald Smith bomestead reflects an architectural pattern that was
popular in the 1840

This century old homestead is located ar 6320 Kitzmiller Road,
about one mile cast of New Albany in Plain Township, It was built
by Archibald Smith, architect-carpenter, in 1848 out of Iumber
secured from timber from his own farm and sawed in his own
sawmill.

The home, a two-story frame, stands in a picturesque spot
on the right bank of Blacklick Creek, It is 2 building that reflecs
much of our pioneer culture and is constructed on a pattern much
used in the 1840°s. Four large fireplaces must have been sufficient
to keep the house warm. There is a large center hallway from which
@ carcelar stairs leads to the second story. Mr, Smith must have
designed and built this stairway. A diary which he kept for many
years contains this interesting comment about the building of the
home;

“In the year 1848 built our house. I sawed all the limber
myself. Had it laid up two or three years. Had the stone and brick
on the ground also. T laid ocut all the work of the frame myself,
Had i inclosed before winter set in, (A very good job.) January
1849 we moved in our house, | worked on the inside of the house
all winter. 1 made most of the doors and all the cupboards and

closets,”



ELIJAH CHENOWETH HOMESTEAD

Thomas and Elijab Chenoweth, builders of the Pleasant Townsbip bome:
stead, were Revolutionary War soldiers; they were members of Colonel
Crawford's expedition against the Sandusky Indiaws,

The first settlers in what is now Pleasant township, Franklin
County, were two brothers, Thomas and Elijah Chenoweth, natives
of Maryland who, first removed to Pike county, Ohio. In the fall of
1799 they bought 200 acres each from Lucas Sullivant, on Big Darby
Creek and erected rude cabins.

The Chenoweth homestead stands on a plain overlooking Big
Darby Creek and the Georgesville Pike about one mile out of Harris-
burg. A substantial log cabin erected by Elijah Chenoweth in 1806,
is incorporated in the present house which in itself is almost one
hundred years old. The two brothers, Thomas and Elijah Chenoweth
were Revelutionary war soldiers and were in Colonel Crawford's
expedition against the Sandusky Indians n June, 1782, They became

]

separated from the army in the confusion of the second day’s battle,
and in their effort to reach the Ohio river passed over the land which
afterwards became their farms. Both are buried in the family cemetery
near the old homestead.

Mot long after the Chenoweth brothers settled on Big Darby,
a new settlement was begun farther up the creck at the mouth of
Little Darby, This in time became Georgesville. Among these
ptoneer settlers were Thomas Roberts, Samuel Dyer, James Gardiner,
John Turner, John Bigger, Samuel Kerr and others. In 1805 Me,
Dyer erected his mill which was long known as "Dyer’s Mill."”
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THE ABNER PINNEY HOMESTEAD

The fine marntels and fireplaces which complimented the mierior of thn
bouse barve disappeared.

This stary and a half brick house stands at 5430 N High
street, near stop 18. Abner Pinney, a2 Revolutionary soldier and 2
pioacer settler of Sharon Township, was granted a large tract of
land where the house now stands. In 1842 Chester Pinney, 2 son,
was the sole owner of the farm and it was at this time that the
present brick structure came into being. The brick were kiln dried
on the farm. The fine mantles and fireplaces which adorned the
interior of the house have entirely disappeared.

In 1863 Peter Ambos came into possession of the house and
farm. The property remained in his hands until 1876 when he
sold it to Samuel 5. Pinney, probably the first dancing teacher in
Franklin County. In 1891 Mr. Pinney sold his holdings to John J.
Stoddart, father of the present owner, Attorney John C. Stoddart.

The first marriage performed in the new settlement of Worth-
ington took place February 10, 1804, less than a year after the
settlement was made. The persons united in marriage were Abner
Pinney to Miss Polly Morrison, and Levi Pinney to Miss Charlotte
Beach. The ceremony was performed by Thomas Stephens. Esquire,
of Franklinton, in the log school house on the public square, Worth-
ington. Abner and Levi Pinney were among the first settlers to ar-
rive from Connecticut, where they were born, at the new settlement.

9



THE HUFFMAN HOMESTEAD

Franklin Township

The Builder of this bonse, Jobn Huffmease, was a soldier fu Lord Dunmiore's
army i 1774,

John Huffman, the builder of this 8-room, two-stary brick house,
was 2 soldier in Lord Dunmore's army and was one of the 240 men
who, under Colonel William Crawford, marched to the forks of the
Scioto in October 1774 to attack a band of Indians who were seeking
to escape,

At the the close of the war, Huffman returned to his home in
Washington County, Pennsylvania, but in 1800 he returned to the
Scioto and purchased 300 acres of land. Four years later he returned
with his family and built a cabin near the site of the present Huffman
home. In 1805 he erected a distillery near his cabin and shipped
the product by flatboat down the Sciotc to Portsmouth. He also
engaged in farming and prospered in both businesses. In 1825 he
built the present substantial structure which still maintains practically
all of its original characteristics both interior and exterior. Its forrmal
dignity, however, is relieved somewhat by the change in the road.
What was formerly the front of the house is now the rear, a change
which resulted from a complete relocation of the highway, This 125.
year-old homestead, including a large part of the original farm, is still
iy the Huffman family, direct descendants of the original pioneer. It is
located on Jackson pike, three miles south of Columbus in Franklin
Township.
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FEMALE SEMINARY BUILDING—WORTHINGTON

A Fine Example of Soutbern Colonial Three-story Portico

In 1833 Reverend Jacob Young, a presiding elder in the Metho-
dist Episcopal Church, was assigned to the Franklin County district.
He felt that 4 great need existed for a female seminary in the ares,

but had not foond a community that felt as he did.

When he finally visited Worthington he found the people there
keenly interested in his project. There he also found Miss Sarepa
Marsh, supervisor of a private school, who was well prepared to take
charge of a seminary.

Although the seminary building was commenced in 1839, it
was not finished until two vears later. A charter was soon obtained
for the school, the first female seminary of the Methodist Church n
the west. It was continued as 2 seminary for many years, but largely
because of the co-educational program at Ohio Wesleyan University,
less than fifteen miles distane, the school was discontinued.

This three-story brick building is the monarch of all those now
existing in Worthington. The situztion was well chosen for the
purpose for which it was to be used. It must ever arrest the atten-
tion and challenge the admiration of the student of Ohio architec-
ture. Time has dealt gently with it. Like a veteran of many cam-
paigns, it shows a few honorable scars, and while hoary with age, it

is vet no muin, but a comfortable habitation.

11



FEDERAL QOFFICERS QUARTERS

Federal officers at Camp Chase bad their guarters bere during
the Civil War,

This building is neither quaint nor prcturesque but is decidedly
American in construction, answering as it did 2 much needed purpose
at a critical time in our history, It is a building that was occupied by
Federal officers at Camp Chase during the Civil War. It is now
located at 871 W. Broad street where it stands—disfigured with
overwhelming business signs—used as a warehouse by 2 groceryman,
Mr. A. 5. Weiland. It is one of the few historical relics of that period
yet remaining in Franklin County. This building, as well as all others
at Camp Chase, was under the general supervision of Nathan S
Vincent of Blendon Township.

Camp Chase was 2 training camp for Union soldiers during the
Civil war, It was located some four miles west of the Statehouse south
of the Cumberland road. Upon the lands formerly embraced within
the enclosure of the camp, once spacious parade grounds, now stand
dwellings of peaceful citizens. To the south of the camp, and
adjacent to Sullivant Avenue, is the Rebel graveyard containing
the remains of some thousands of Confedéraste soldiers who died
i the prison in the camp. This is all that is left to matk the gite
of a once famous rendezvous of Federal soldiers
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EDEN LAWN

Residence of Joreph B, Powell, Trure Township, A Century Puasl

An unusual feature about this homestead is that two rooms,
the parlor and spare bedroom above, are finished in apple wood.
This was Mr. Powell's own 1dea.

The pioneer, George Powell and family, settled n Truto town.
ship together with his brother, Archibald and family, in the year
1815. They erected a cabin and the two families occupied it for
about 2 year, when Archibald built 2 cabin on the site of the present
homestead. Joseph B. Powell was a son of Archibald Powell

The homestead, a two-story brick mansion of ten rooms. was
erected largely by untrained artisans under the direct supervision of
Mr. Powell. The house, in spite of rough treatment, is still in a good
state of preservation, a tribute to the rugged construction of those
days. Mr. Powell gave the name of "Eden Lawn™ to his farm and
homestead.

Joseph B. Powell, son of Archibald and Elizabeth Powell, was
born March 27, 1822, and passed his life on the home farm, with
the exception of two years and three months spent in the gold mines
of California, during the years 1850, 1851, 1852, He returned home
with 2 quantity of gold from the mines, but found a more profitable
and pleasant business on his farm which he procecded to improve
antil it became a showplace of the county. The structure is onc of the
best specimens of Nineteenth Century architecture in the county.
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THE FREDERICK SPRAGUE HOMESTEAD
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Frederick Sprague, builder of thiz bome, toak part in the Battle of Stomy
Pomt under General Aunthony Wayne.

The old Sprague homestead is located on what was formerly
Sprague road, Truro Township, but the road is now 2 continuation
of Livingston Avenue near its intersection with Brice Road.

The heirs of Joshua Sprague, Revolutionary soldier, were granted
260 acres of land in the Refugee Tract, Franklin County, to com-
pensate for his losses caused by confiscation by the British of his
property in Nova Scotia. Joshua Sprague was but one of the many
Americans living in Nova Scotia who remained loyal and suffered
imprisonment, confiscation of property and other hardships at the
hands of the soldiers of King George II1.

One hundred years 2go or more there were three Sprague brothers
living in Truro Township, all extensive land owners. This large, sub-
stantial two-story brick house was built by Frederick Sprague about
1820 on a farm of 218 acres. Sprague participated in the battle of
Stony Point under General Anthony Wayne.

The Sprague family made outstanding contributions to the life
of the community in Truro Township. This homestead is well-
preserved but at present is undergoing extensive interior repairs. The
exterior will not, however, be altercd appreciably.
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FORT JACKSON

A section &f eartbword addy iwderest to thry bomestiad,

Recent improvement of the old fort Jackson homestead located
at 3845 Westerville road by the present owners, Mr and Mnrs
Richard A. Forster., has served to recall the past of this historc
i:":li:-.i.’]'.g. It was butle by pioneer settler Zenus Jackson in 18%6,
and is unique in the fact that it stands in the center of a prehistoric
carthwork. It 15 probably the only edifice so located in the United
Sfates.

The wisitor approaches the massive two-story, 10-room brick
structure through a worn, gravel driveway, The drive is fanked
on the night by a segment of the earthwork, which is covered with
towernng trees. He pgets a ghmpse of massive chimneys at either
end of the main I-'.‘-I_:.'El_':!.!“._hi.‘_ and of 2 convenient side E‘:'“h with sub
stantial supporting columns. He grasps a little better the expansive
ness in which the early owners lived when he stands in the main hall-
way and peers up the wide stairwell to the ceiling of the second stony
One looks in wonder 25 he enters one of the spacious bedrooms
which measures 16x18 feet and has a 12-foot ceiling. The entire
woodwork of the house 15 of either cherry or walnu®, sawed from
timber cut on the farm. A spacious mansion in early days was evidence
of wealth and posiion to a preater extent than any Other materis!
display. This was evident m the mind of Zenus Jackson when he

bunlt his impoging farm home,



THE CHRISTOPHER SHOEMAKER HOMESTEAD

The builder of this bomestead, Christopher Shoemaker, devoted his entive
life ta the development of Columbus aend Franklim County.

Located at 1192 Cleveland Avenue is the old Shoemaker home-
stead now -:}l'::'upied by a granddaughter, Mrs. Frank Gardner, (Cleve-
land Avenue was then Harbor Road.)

The house stands back from the street and will not be noticed
unless special effort is made to locate it. The framework of sturdy
oak and the siding of Ewe trees obtained from the swamp land near
Johnstown, Licking County, 1s well preserved as are the large sapling
rafters, Twelve rooms and two large halls comprised the original
house which was completed in 1849, What 5 now Lockwin street,
on the south side of the house, was the drive ro the carriage and ice
house to the rear of the homestead.

About 1843 Mr. Shoemaker, Theodore Leonard, and Windsor
Atcheson formed a partnership in the brick business which continued
for sixteen years. At the expiration of that period the firm dissolved
and the partners each took an equal share of 175 acres of land
which was the beginning of the accumulation for each of them of
a large tract of land. The partners engaged in farming, orcharding,
stack raising and in the brick business,
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THE GEORGE W. SCHROCK HOMESTEAL

The Schrack home was a cemier of social activity, especially at
sugar mabimg fime.

This unique homestead is located on Schrock Road, Blendon
Township, just west of the 3 C highway one mile south of Wester-
ville. The Schrocks were Virginia people. George Washington Schrock,
the builder of the homestead, was born in Romney, Va,, Dec. 12,
15804, and came to Blendon Township about 1840 and built the home
during the first two years of his residence here.

The Schrock home was the center of many social activities, es-
ptcull‘_l.‘ at sugar m.liiin}_.; time when students from Otterbein l':c.'-iirgl.-
would come out and assist in making sugar maple taffy and other
yweets, Mr. Schrock had a sugar grove of over 1100 trees and his
sugar house was one of the finest in the country.

The farm, consisting of 137 acres, was formerly owned by John
Snow of Worthington, but was mostly cleared by Mr| Schrock who
spent his entire life on the farm after removing to Ohio. The house, a
spacious story and a half, is well constructed of native timber and
has undergone but little change since it was built.
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THE DAVID NELSON HOMESTEAD

The Nelson home i3 a typical example of fime domestic srchitecture.

In the vestibule of Memorial Hall, E, Broad street, is a marble
tzblet bearing this mscription: “The advance guard of the civilization
of the Nosth-West.” Upon this tablet, in letters of gold, is the name
of David Nelson and the date, 1798,

David Nelson with his family, moved from Pennsylvania to Ohia,
first settling near Chillicothe, but later moving to the west bank of
Alum Creek where he located 2 half section of land in the Refugee
Tract, The country was pretty much a wilderness when David Nelson
arrived here. Wolves, panthers and bears prowled about at night, but
he built a log cabin and went to work. There was much timber on the
land and Mr. Nelson had to clear it away with oxen and cultivate
the rich brown loam with crude implements of the day. In 1819 the
original log <abin was replaced by the present homestead, still
standing on Nelson Road. It is a dignified, well preserved mansion
and said to be 2 fine replica of the old home at Cedar Springs in
Pennsylvan:a.

David Nelson was one of the founders and officers of the old
First Presbyterian Church and a devoted friend of the Reverend James
Hoge who was pastor of this church for fifty years, For nearly thirty
years David Nelson lived a life of peace and prosperity in the Nelson
homestead after the trying days of his youth spent in the service of
his country 1n the American Revolution. He died in reversed old age.
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THE SPANGLER HOMESTEAD

This bomestead, gli_.uif.! by Dawid Spangler in IBI5, is the oldest siruclure
of aity kind in Franklin County sonth of Columbus,

This brick homestead, built by David Spangler in 1815, is probably
the oldest establishment of any kind in Franklin County south of
Columbus.

Mr, Spangler, with his famuly, emigrated about 1800 from Rock-
mgham County, Vieginia, to this sité and bwilt his log cabin near
where the homestéad now stands. He had a large family and the
Spangler home was the scene of many social gatherings of the com-
munity and continued so for many years, reaching to the period of
the residence of a grandson, W. T. Spangler, as late as the 1890,

This sturdy pioneer worked with a restless energy in clearing
the land and raising crops. After ffteen years of frugal living he
was able to build the present homestead—an imposing structure for
its time and locale. For many years Mr. Spangler’s farm had an
important place in the community.

Mr. Spangler’s neighbors were among the most hard-working
farmers in the county. Among those who might be named were
Joseph Fisher whose substantial homestead stood on the cast bank of
the Scrote River. Others were William Merion, Moses Merrill,
William Stewart, Andrew Ihll, Percival Adams, Thomas Morris,
Samucl Riley, Jacob Plum and others, many of whom buill Imposing

homes:
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CENTRAL COLLEGE BUILDING

Restoration of thiy Cemtral College building would be a worthy project
for some histeric-minded orgamization,

The first educational enterprise in this romantic Franklin County
village was a school taught by the Rev. Ebenezer Washburn, the
pioneer of higher education in Blendon Township.

About 183% Squire Timothy Lee took measures towards the
realization of what had long been a cherished idea—the establish-
ment of a permanent seat of higher lecaming. With this idea
in mind, he made liberal proposals to the new school branch of the
Presbyterian Church,

The Presbytery of Franklin county accepted his generously of-
fered gift of money, lands, and buildings. He gave a tract of land
of one hundred acres, and erected, at his own expense, a number
of buildings. One, a large brick threestory dormitory, forty by sixty
feet, is still standing and bears date on a stone name plate above
the main entrance of the building of "1842.7

The college was organized and obtained a charter that year,
The village of Amalthea, now Central College, was laid out by the
college board of trustees on the lands donated by Squire Timothy
Lee, in 1849, The building could, with little expense, be restored
and made to reflect some of the dignity it exhibited over a century
ago.
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THE WILLIAM “WHIMS HOMESTEAD

Willtam Whims burat the brick for this bomrestead im bis own Eilns

The Whims homestead is located on Shannon Road north of
the Canal Winchester highway in Madison Township, It is not far
from Black Lick Creek and the old Whims Farm 15 one of the finest
in the county.

Mr, Whims burnt the brick in his own kilos just south of the
house. The lumber, a5 is the case in many of the substantial old home-
steads in the county, is largely of black walnut. There is a square
stone name plate in the wall above the front door just at the point
where the two stories meet. On it i3 chizeled, in very excellent letters
and figures, the name of the owner and builder "WILLIAM WHIMS"
and the year it was built "1849." The homestead was 101 years old
in 1950,

A daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Whims married Tillman Palsgrove
and inherited the house and farm. They occopied it until their
death when their son, George Palsgrove, inhented it. Mr. Palsgrove,
with his wife and family, still reside there. Thus only three families
have occupied the house and farm and they are direct descendents
of the original builder and owner, The family's record of occupancy
of the same house, on the same farmstead for over one hundred years,
makes it outstanding among those in Madison Township,
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THE UNIQUE BRECKENRIDGE FARM COTTAGE

A recessed porch with fianking pavilions all pulled together by a louw-
pitcked Bip roof make this a wnigue [arm bouse.

The old Isaac Breckenridge farm cottage, built 1n the 1840%, i5
located at No. 4552 Jackson Pike, some two miles south of the
Columbus Workhouse,

The frame cottage was built by Isaac Breckenridge between
1830 2nd 1840 on a farm which, measared by the usual agricultural
standards, is cﬁmi-x::-s.:d of rough and uneven land, Still some of the
small fields arc quite fertile, The simple composition of a central
recessed porch with flanking pavilions, all pulled together by a
low-pitched hip roof, makes it 2 very unique farm house and the
only one of s kind in the county. There is only one other 1n the
State as far 25 can be learned. This stands near Windsor, Ohio, and
15 almost an exact duplicate of the Breckenridge house

The original owner of the land was Capt. Strothers Jones who
was allotted 1,000 acres of land i the Virgioia Military district for
his Revolutionary sérvices. The present owner is Clarence D. Borror,
whose forebears on either fide were Fiﬂn-&e: settlers of Franklin
County.
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WESTCREST, A GEM OF THE FIRST WATER

Im 1842 David Tanlor baxll thn bemestesd ew [bw vl bawil .-I' "-.l-‘
Walwst Crecd inm Trave Touwbip.

Davad |'l:|.'|m_ in 1842-43, built this hne homestead on the west
bank or crest of Big Walnut Creek, in Truro 1 ownship, Franklin
Couney

The pioneer, Robert Taylor, settled with his family in Truro
Township in March 1808, His was the fourth house erected in the
township. David Tayloe, his son, married for his hest wife, Nancy
T. Nelson, who died in 1832, and for his sccond wife he married
Margaret Livingston, oldest daughter of Judge Edward Chinn Livingy-
ton, 4 pronect scttler of Franklin Cmn;}'. jud;: [r'l-'.l"I.FUl}n'i father,
Cotonel | amd t.n.nt;'l.'-.-" ol Rr:"-'n-fu'u-i}n.i..:j.' war frame. had received
1,280 acres of land in the Refupee tract n remuneration for property
confscaied by the Britnh Crown, whxh bhe had owned in Nova
S0l

The whole house seems 1o be the _:'-:r!’r::rr:-n of adpastment The
beautifully arranpged windows with thewr sobstantial himtels, and the
sctting Gn a lawiy shaded wnh the Ilght amount of green l.:r-r.mrh upon
it. make a VeTy u!n1':|.|n|;; ],"I.u-: i whach to live



THE PIONEER TAVERN OF EZRA GRISWOLD

Tbe Grisweld Taversn, ercited im 1811, is ome of Woribinglon's moil
bisloric bhomesteads.

Few taverns erected by the pioneers of Franklin County stand
today. One of the rare survivors from the early days is the Griswold
tavern n I":l:"'ﬂnrlli'LI:‘l}.-:l:l:ll'l. The brick structure was erected in 1B11.

The ongmnal builder and owner was Ezra Griswold who had
arrived on the present site of Worthington with has family, from
simbury, Connecticut, on October 26, 1803, Thc}' were thos the
first of the Scioto Company to reach their destination. The journey
was made in 2 wagon drawn by oxen over almost impassable roads
Mr. Griswold erected a cabin and opened the frst public house of
entertainment scon after his arrival.

Mr. Griswold operated the tavern the remainder of his life,
and at his death, October 2, 1822, his son, George H. Griswold,
carried on the work. The Western Inteliigencer, the first newspaper
in Franklin County, now The Obio State Jowrnal, was started in 2
room in this tavern m 1811.

Shortly after the begnning of the War of 1812 a false alamm
reached the frontier that the Indians were on the warpath and had at-
tacked a settler’s cabin not far from ‘ﬁ;'ur:!‘:::‘:;'t-;-:: The alarm became
genieral and soon séttlers from farther north were pouring inte Worth.
ington. The Griswold Tavern was soon filled to overflowing. In a2 few
d;-,,-,; the excirement subsided, when it was ascertained that it was

4 false alarm, and the settlers returned to their homes.
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TOLL HOUSE SOUTH OF WESTERVILLE

This roll bouse is one of three siill standing im Franklim County,

The Clinton and Blendon Plank Road Company was organized
in 1853 and during that time and the following year the road was
constructed from Lockwin road and cextended to the Delaware
County line, the whole length being a little over eight miles.

There were two toll gates on the road. One is located on Wester-
ville Road and the other was at the present site of Mifflinville.
The latter has been demolished.

This plank road was of enormous benefit to the community
which it served but it did not remunerate the stockholders very much.
The officers of the company when organized were G, W. Schrock,
J. W, Jamison, W. L. Phelps, D. L. Holton, and Zenus Jackson who
served as trustees. G. W. Schrock was also president; ]. C. Vance,
secretary; and H. M. Phelps, Treasurer.

The Clinton and Blendon plank road company, which was
organized in accordance with an act of the legislature passed in
1853, had built this toll house and the one which stood at Mifflinville
in 1854, the year in which the road was completed, The road ex-
tended from a point near the present Linden High School building,
north to the Delaware county line; halt a2 mile north of Westerville,
The road, which was a little over eight miles in length, cost about
sixteen thousand, five hundred dollars.

The toll house is one of three still standing in Franklin County.
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THE NEEDLES HOMESTEAD
Madisen Townsbip

The Needles Homestead—a better knowledge of onr pair,

Among the carliest and most prominent of the pioneer settlers
of Madison Towaship were the Needles. Five brothers, John, George,
Philemon, Andrew, and Cubbage, all natives of the state of Dela-
ware, eventually settled in Madison township. The period of emigra-
tion was from 1802 to 1812,

Three of the brothers, John, Andrew, and Philemon, purchased
the whole of section nine during the War of 1812 and during the
period of that conflict reccived high prices for their produce. All
were pood farmers, applying practical methods, such as deep plowing,
destruction of weeds, maintenance of livestock, rotation of CIOps,
and application of manure. As a result their farms were among the
best in the township. This fine old homestead is located in 2 com-
munity that is rapidly undergoing changes in types of home con-
struction. It 1s a home that will give us a better knowledge of our
past than a dozen textbooks.
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THE DR. THOMAS WOODROW HOMESTEAD

-
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The Dr. Thomas Woodrew bomeitead swas desigued a5 a residence for
a couniry pentleman.

This homestead on the 3-C's highway near Briggsdale in which
Dr. Thomas Woodrow, Woodrow Wilson's grandfather, lived winle
serving Presbyterian churches in Franklin county,

The mansicn was erected a century ago and it is still as perfect
in construction as it was the day i© was Anished. There has been
no matcrial change in the building, either exterior or interior. s
sturdiness show it to be a genuine old-timer. The quiet atmosphere
of age which surround it, mark the building as one of the most
picturesque in the county. It is said that the plans of the house were
designed in accordance with the wishes of the bride, Dr. Woodrow's
second wife, who was no less a personage than a Miss Renick of
Ross County.

The building was designed as a residence for a country gentle-
man, although Dr. Woodrow was a Presbyterian minister as well
as an argiculturist. It could well be that Woodrow Wilson visited
his grandfather in this mansion while a stodent in college. When
President Wilson visited England he made a trip to Carlisle where
his grandfather had preached and in a short talk indicated that he
had visited his illustrous grandparent.
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GIDEOM HART HOMESTEAD

Blendon Towrmbig

A Revelutionary War relics room war a |eature o) this bom.

Une of the well-preserved homesteads ol the county is the
Gideon Hart house at [Ho. 7328 Hempsted road. Blendon Townshap.
It was built by Mit, Hart who came to Ohio from Connecticat about
1820. He was a township official as carly as 1828.

The house gains dignity frem the grove-like surroundings and
is redolent of fields and Aods. This homestead was in the midst of
a fne farm which included many activities. vune of which was the
large supar prove with the sver present supar house which was but
recently torn down. An onosual feature of the home wac 12 Revolu-
tionary war relics room, which contained many mementoss of that
prriod. A muzzle loading gun and a2 sword that were tormerly n
the room are now in the possession of Mr. and Mrs. Harry L. Phelps
on the Westerville Road. The location of the other relics is unknown.
An immense freplace. still in use. 15 another feature of the home,
Most ol the lumbsr used in the construction of the house was from
timber cut on the farm. The homestead 12 now owned and veeupied

by E. . Fickell, attorney at 44 E. Broad strest.
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THE MICHAEL SULLIVANT HOMESTEAD

This bomesicad, demolished last year, was built by Michael Snllivant in
I83%. It was one of the oldeit om the Hilltap.

Ofhcial records mdicate that this homestead, which has been
replaced by a new U. 5 Post Ofhce and ofhicial building, was buile
by Michael Sullivant, son of Lucas Sullivant, Franklinton founder,
it 1835. This homestead is known to be the oldest house in the
Hilltop vicinity before it was demolished.

Lucas Sullivant, received a patent for 1000 acres of land in
the Virginia Military District from President John Adams on May
14, 1800, In a partition suit of his estate at the April term of the
Common Pleas Court of Franklin County in 1827, Michael Sullivant,
was alloted a tract of land on the Hilltop which included the present
site of the house. On January 17, 1833, Michael Sullivant and his
wife, Sarah, executed 3 construction mortgage on this tract of land
This was probably for the building of the house and for farm
butldings which surrounded it
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THE COLUMBUS CANAL FEEDER AT FOUR MILE LOCKS
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Shouw bere ure the remains of "Four Mile Locks” at Fisher Beund yowth
of Columbus. I iy avother projeci for restovation.

When the Ohio Canal survey was completed in 1825 it by-
passed Columbus eleven miles to the south. It was not long, however,
before the canal commissioners decided to construct a “feeder”
conncching the Sawoto River at Mamn Street with the main canal at
I.I}.;ihuuru!:.

Work uvpon the feeder, also known a5 the Columbus side cut,
was commenced April 30, 1827, with marked ceremony. In the
afternoon of that day the citizens of Franklin County assembled on
the State House lawn. A procession was formed consisting of the
Cilizens, several melitary companies, State, County, and City ofhcers.
Marshalled by Colonels Abram McDowell and John McElvain the
dignitarics marched to the river at Main street. A short address was
delivered by Judge Joseph R. Swan. General McLene, then Secreary
of State, and Nathaniel McLean, warden of the penitentiary, removed
the first shovelfuls of earth, which was wheeled from the ground by
Ralph Osbom, Auditor of State, and Henry Brown, State Treasurer.

The fBrst mile from the river was excavated by penitentiary
convicts, who worked under guard, and many of them received re-
mitments of thewr sentences for their fasthful labor. One of the most
dithcult jobs along the course of the canal was the construction
ol the "Four Mile Locks” at Fisher bend south of Columbus.

30



THE OCHARRA HOMESTEAD

The double chimmey i1 am omtrtanding feature of the O'Harva bomestead.

A most unusual treatment of the g.1b-]c i3 seen n the O'Harra
house which stands south of Colombus on Willzams road i Marion
township.

The walls of brick were well laid up and when the rake of
the gable was reached instead of fmishing with the usual slant the
mechanic constructed a step which adds to the attractiveness of the
enture Strctore In jomning the double -;hln'.ne.-jr: by a heightened
wall, which included part of the 3rd story or attic window, the builder
has achicved his masterpiece in end wall coastruction without de
tracting froum any other part al the house The double LilHllllr:]r
completes a finish ar the ndge whach makes this onc of the most out-
standing houses in the county, Conditions for taking a front view P
ture ol this homestead were difhicult, but since the double chimney and
rare end wall design seemed to be the architectural luxury desired by
the builder the picture answers very well. This homestead in many
ways 15 vory simular to the Isaac Royal House, Medford, Mass,, buile
m 1752, It 15 quite noted n the cast as 3 showplace. The O'Harra
farmily were quite carly scttlers ot Franklinton and many of ther
deswcendents still reuide in the county
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FIRST POST OFFICE IN FRANKLINTON
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